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PREFACE. 



/y// 



The words of prefoce which JWs homely little 
volume requires are but fey^r vVith no pretensions 
to originaliiy/it pMfBsses merely to be a brief 
Manual of every-day hints to those who, com- 
mencing " Life in Earnest," and fully instructed 
In its principles, may yet feel their need of a few 
practical and plain-spoken words about the details 
of their work — ^words often left unspoken, because 
i^parently so obvious. The Author is not with- 
o<ut the hope, that her little work may prove of 
some service to those who, along with herself, 
may have experienced the needs and lamented the 

fieulures, to which she has sought to direct atten- 
tion. 
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INTBODTJOTORY. 

^^Whtftsoeyertoy hand flndeth to do,clo it with thy might: for 
there is no work, nor doTioii, nor knowledge, nw wisdom, in the grave 
whither thou goest."— Ecolks. iz. 10. 

M Man hath his daily work of Wdy or mind 
Appointed, which declares bis dignity. 
And the regar^l of Heaven on all his ways, 
While other animals inaotlTe range, 
And of their doings Ood takes no aoooont." 

Pabadux Lost. 

Idleness has no place in the busy and 
beautiful creation of God ; it enters not into 
His thoughts and ways ; it is opposed to all 
that He has said, and to all that He has 
done. Work — various it is true in kind and 
degree, — is one of the laws of the universe. 
In our own planet at this moment, multi- 
tudes of busy hands and busy heads are to 
be found in all directions. The merchant 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 nSTEODUOTQBY. 

at the desk, — ^the laborer in the field,-^ 
the '^statesman in the cabinet, — the author in 
the Atudy, — ^the red Indian in the hunting 
grouna}*^^e gold digger in the mine, — and 
a great coifppi^y whose work as a whole 
constitutes the ^?Big^ essence of social order. 
It is true that men have^akQii ^d^antage oT 
this to hold the scales of work with an 
uneven hand, and to mete an unjust measure. 
Hence the cry of the sliave^- — Whence the 
"long hours'^ of the factory, — Whence the 
mournful song of the seamstress. 

This does not, however, interfere with the 
fact that work is an element of our being. 
It is not only a barter for food, and raiment, 
and gold, but it is intended and fitted to 
produce happiness; — ^while the unworking 
classes, sensible of the deficiency, are 
obliged to assume the semblance of work, 
and toil in their vocation of finding pleasure. 
Nor is this principle confined to our eai^h. 
We know not what passes within the starry 
mansions ; but the planet in its revolution, 
the satellite in its perturbations, the comet 
in its eccentric path, are all working tiiieir 
appointed work; while light and heat, 
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INTBODUOTOBT. 9 

snow and vapors, and stormy winds, fulfil 
the word of their Creator. 

While such is the nniversal law, itoprin- 
ciple and practice have been so mrfred by 
the selfishness of man, thaj we must look to 
the Grospel for the remedy of the evil, and 
for those high and holy motives by which 
the true service of God ought to be charac- 
terized and sustained. We accordingly find 
that there is one "great and peculiar privilege 
amongst many, which God accords to those 
who, being redeemed by the blood of Christ, 
occupy the two-fold position of children aad 
servants. He allows such to work for Sim. 
Nor is, this a mere nominal position. He 
condescends to call them to His help. He 
gives each a different " charge to keep," 
which if he n^lects, God's ^ory will suffer 
loss. He gives each a fi^d to cultivate, 
and if the furrows are thinly sown, where 
will be the summer harvest? In looking 
around, however, upon the Christian Church, 
it is startlingly evident that there Js more 
profession than practice, more words than 
deeds, more fair green leaves than ripe 
wholesome frmt. There are indeed many 
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10 nrntoDircTOEY. 

wjiose works the day alone will declare, for 
ev0ji their left hand knoweth not what the 
righ1\hath done ; and there is ever a staff 
of opeiS^alons workers, a record of whose 
deods is left T)«hind, 

"Like fbot-prints oA^tbe sands of time." , ^ . 

Still there remains a large number of pro- 
fessing Christians who do not work, or at 
least do not work thoroughly and accepta- 
bly, from want of power, or opportunity, or 
understanding. 

There are many who marvel at the idea 
of work being a jprivUege^ — ^many whose 
whole felicity is comprised in the dolce fa/r 
mente of their negative existence, or in the 
excitement of their pursuit after bright 
glancing butterflies. There%re others who 
do not understand the privilege of work, 
though they are hard workers, harder thaa 
any others, for they work as if to complete 
the tale of bricks for an Egyptian task- 
master. Others there also are, and a vast 
proportion in the present practical age, who 
delight in work for its Qwn sake; their 
whole lives are passed in meditating and in 
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IHTEODTrOTOBT. 11 

accomplisliing work, — successful work, — 
useful work, — ^work to be honored i^ all 
ages. There are yet others whose^iieads 
droop, and whose hands hang.jdown; and 
who, when they hear t^ftl work is a privi- 
legftJ^QWftessed by tb^ children of God, are 
ready to fancy that such they cannot be, for 
alas ! they are of no use in the world, — God 
has given them no work to do for Him. 
Now, to the first class we have nothing to 
say, unless to bid tliem learn wisdom from 
the bee and the bird, and the silent but 
ever-working monitors who dwell in the 
little peopled cities on every hill-side. 
(Prov. vi. 6.) Neither do we speak to the 
second class, because they are not working 
for Gody — they are emphatically working 
for themselves^ and in the way most oflfensive 
to God, for they are trying to hew out a 
door of their own into heaven, — ^their works 
are "dead works," or "splendid sins," as 
St. August'. '0 said of such. Nor can we 
invite the third class to listen to us, for 
neither are they working for God, even 
though their work may often look like God's 
work, — ^they are working for fame, for occu- 
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12 INTRODUCTOBT. 

V 

pation, for excitement, for pliilanthropy ; 
they ^re worKng because they cannot help 
working, — ^because to be busy is a principle 
of their na*Hi^ But we turn to the fourth 
class,- because we '•would fain say a few 
words to open their eyes to see, ftnt< Ihqif 
ears to hear something of all that their 
Master is doing, and speaking, and requir- 
ing from them. 

Of course, we do not refer to those who 
turn away from work when it is before 
them, because they do not like it, and list- 
lessly dream away their lives in imagining 
work that they would do if they had it — 
work that would suit their natural tempera- 
ments, or in other words, their natural sel- 
fishness. No ; but we speak to a class much 
more numerous than is generally supposed 
— those who are ready and willing to work 
for God — more than willing — ^tremulously 
anxious to do something for Him who has 
done so much for them, but who, from ner- 
vous, easily-discouraged temperaments, and 
a false understanding of the nature of work, 
oftentimes imagine that they have neither 
niche in the temple, nor place in the vine- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTBODUOTOBT. 18 

yard. Such Christians look with a feeling 
akin to envy upon those who are engaged in 
fecial and visible work, — ^in teaching the 
ignorant, clothing the naked, vi^^ting the 
prisoner, ministering p^ Ak.e sick, winning 
souls to Jesus. Are fou, dear friend, whom 
we now address, prevented from doing this 
by peculiar causes known only to yourself? 
It may be delicacy of health, difficulty of 
position, many incompatible duties, depen- 
dence on the will of others, want of pecu- 
niary means, or all of these combined. The 
cause or causes, though quite apparent and 
necessarily constraining to yourself, may 
not be equally visible to the world ; and the 
fear of being looked upon by those who do 
not understand your positioa, as one whose 
faith, being without works, is dead, and thus 
dishonoring to the cause of your Master, is 
perhaps adding a deeper shade to your dis- 
couragement — a sharper sting to your sorrow. 
Is it so ? Then we would attempt to impress 
the blessed fact upon your mind, that you 
are now in a working position, if you have 
a working spirit. In the routine of your 
^veryday life, you have work given you to 



Digitized by VjOQQIC 



14 , INTRODUOTOEY. 

do, althougli you do not recognize it — it is 
waiting at your side, although you are look- 
ing a^ay in search of something which 
your Master has not seen fit to give. 

One great aiiff gweral mistake evidently 
arises from a separation between tb« 4i4e?- 
ent parts of the Christian's duty. A young 
believer was one day mourning over the 
quantity of worWs work which she had to 
do. " Do not call it such," said a farther 
advanced friend ; " there is no world's work 
to the believer ; it is all the ZorcPs worh?^ 
In short, the Christian's whole life is a work 
for God ; when he becomes the Lord's, he 
ceases to be his own. He is bought with a 
price ; and from the time when he feels the 
first rush of grateful love, there need never 
be an hour or a moment in which he is not 
accomplishing the primary part of " man's 
chief end" — 'the glorifying of God, He 
may rise up in the bright morning prime, 
and go forth to the various duties and intri- 
cacies of the day with the blessed assurance 
that the eye of his benign Master is smiling 
upon him the while, and that He is accept- 
ing and treasuring the smallest services, if 
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^ DTTEODUCTOBT. 16 

done for Hjb sake, and washed in the blood 
ih^t is required to purify all; and when, 
returning to his home, he enjoys the rest 
and relaxation of the sweet dewy evening, 
he may rejoice in the thought that this also 
is not wasted time, but that in fitting and 
refreshing him for the morrow^s work, it is 
in itself also service for God. 
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n. 

WARFARE WORK. 

"Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 
work of God, that je believe on him whom he hath 8ent"--JoHM vi, 
28. 29. 

** Every one with one of his hands wrought tu the work, and with 
the other hand held a weapon.''— Neh. iv. 17. 
•" Fight the fight, Christian, 

Jesus is o'er thee ; 
Bun the race, Christian, 
Heaven's before thee. 
Thee from the love of Christy 

Nothing can severe- 
Mount, when tby work ii done^ 
Praise Him for ever." 

We have placed this species of work first, 
although it is not an outer, but an inner ser- 
vice. The results of the struggle are, how- 
ever, apparent to all, and the work that has 
been begun in the hidden temple, will man- 
ifest itself in the external vineyard. In 
fact, without the warfare there can be no 
successful work ; without the weapon in the 
one hand, there is little use of the trowel iu 
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WABFAUE WOEK. 17 

the other. Till the soul has worked out its 
own salvation with fear and trembling, the 
hand will not be confident, nor the step un- 
faltering in the service of God. 

There is no danger of Any Christian being 
without TKprk in abundance, for sufficient is 
lifire'lald before him for a long life-time. It 
is noteasy to believe ; nay, it is very diffi- 
cult truly and simply to believe in Jesus 
Christ ; and yet in the passage quoted above, 
He himself speaks of it as the work of all 
others, which is to be worked for God. 
When our hearts are crusted over by carnal 
reason, and doubt, and difficulty, it is no 
easy matter to take again the heart of a 
little child, and simply believe our Father's 
true word ; yet this is a needful work for 
His children. When self-righteousness, 
strong and throbbing, whispers that it is 
long enough for a couch, and broad enough 
for a covering, then it is difficult indeed to 
cast off its " rags," and to put on a spotless 
robe which we had no share in wearing; 
yet, this too is one of the works of God. 
When all within us is dark and dreary; 
when a thick, heavy veil seems to hang be- 
1* 
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18 WAEFARE WOBK. 

tween us and all that was once clear and 
bright to our vision ; when we hnoWy but do 
not feel^ that we are sinners, and Jesus 
Christ a Saviour, — then there is nothing in 
the whole world no diflScult as to look up 
and say, " My Lord, and my Qpd." But, 
every time that we take the swor^Tjf-^tJbe 
Spirit, and cleave asunder the veil, and 
mount up, up, far beyond the mists, to the 
light-surrounded throne, and see there, and 
love there, the Lamb as it had been slain, 
we are working a work more honoring to 
God than any other. Look up, then, de- 
sponding and self-righteous, and doubting 
believer, look up — ^believe and live — believe 
and wprJc. 

This, however, is but the beginning of 
warfare work, — it is continued through the 
whole upward struggle. Holiness, the result 
of faith, — does not ,enter the heart quietly 
and gently, though it brings joy and peace ; 
it causes a hard struggle, a fierce warfare 
with the old unholy inhabitants of the 
heart. "We may fully trust in earthly friend 
or father, and there is none to hinder us ; 
we may pour devoted love upon beings like 
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WABFABB WOBK. 19 

ourselves, and all within the heart is in 
unison ; bat we cannot confide in Him who 
beseeches our confidence, without contesting 
every inch of the ground with fierce foes 
from within ; we cannot love Him, who is 
the lover of our souls, without heart rivals 
starting op to dispute the supremacy. Where 
is the human heart that has not its besetting 
sin, its chosen idol ! Where is the renewed 
heart that is not struggling, or attempting to 
struggle, in the agonies of its crucifixion ? 
The idol-breaking work in each individual 
is as much of a reality, as the iconoclastic 
work of bygone centuries — the idols that 
are unseen, are as real as the Juggernauts 
of India, and the images of Rome. Every 
time, however, that the Holy Spirit enables 
us to dethrone the usurper, to bear the suf- 
fering, to resist the temptation, to love the 
Loving One, to trust in the true Friend, we 
are gaining ground in holiness — the chief 
end of the new creation — and we are work- 
ing the work of- God. Nor is it alone for 
Him ; it is also a work for others^ — every 
self-conquest, every progress in sanctifiba- 
ti(fei, is an increase of influence over souls. 
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20 WARFABK WOBK. 

When the armor is laid aside— when the 
Bwprd falls from the nerveless arm — when 
sin is allowed to triumph, and holiness is 
forgotten, or^^Jpfiprred till the morrow — then 
words of warning to the sinner, of counsel 
to the backsliding, of sympathy to the sor- 
rowful, come carelessly and coldly from our 
lips. It is only when we have put on the 
whole armor of God — when we are resisting 
nnto blood, striving against sin — ^when we 
are monming over our defeats, and fleeing 
to the Strong One for strength, that we can 
minister to the needy, that we can arm the 
unarmed, that we can show tiie way to Him 
who giveth us the victory through Christ our 
living Lord. 

Besides this inner struggle, there is an- 
other which bears more upon the outward 
life, and may be called a warfare with cir- 
cumstance. We have said that it is only 
the renewed heart that is the battlegrdund 
of the one, but all are more or less engaged 
in the other. All have a crook in the lot, a 
skeleton at the feast ; all have a conflict to 
maintain with contending duties and per- 
plexing difficulties, with intricate positions. 
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WAKFABB WORK. 21 

with cares, strifes, and sorrows. Very dif- 
ferent, however, are the ways in which this 
warfare is waged. Some struggle hecanse 
they cannot help it, and are like " the dumb 
driven cattle ;" others are so feeble in their 
graap^ so faltering in their step, that they 
soon 

** B7 the Toadside fiJl and perish, 
W«ai7 with the mareh of Life." 

Others attempt to strew the grqund with 
flowers, to dispel the darkness with ignes 
fdtui — to conceal even from themselves 
that they have a conflict to maintain ; 
although none know better how the iron of 
unused weapons enters into ikn^ soul, how 
sharp are the thorns of the rose, how delud- 
ing is the light of the naeteor. Others are 
strong in their own strength, and stoically 
bear the wounds, and handle the weapons, 
but a time of defeat surely comes, when 
Ihey are heard to say, " All these things are 
against us." It is the Christian only, who 
going not forth at his own charges, can en- 
gage in the Life-battle joyfully and success- 
fWly. That victory which secures temporal 
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22 WABFAKB WOBX. 

rest and enjoyment, 18 of less importance to 
him thau to others, for he knows that all 
things are working together for his good, 
and he is sure of a coming time of entire 
repose,; but he struggles against despond- 
ency, he conquc^rs diflSculties, he rises above 
sorrows and disappointments, that his Father 
may be glorified in him to the utmost, and 
that by so doing he may work a good work 
of faith and patience. 

The encouragements to warfare work are 
many and great. The Captain of our salva- 
tion is pledged for our victory. He is en- 
gaged to " cover our heads in the day of 
battle," and through Him we shall be more 
than conquerors. Unlike the iron warriors 
of the earth. His heart bleeds in His soldier's 
wounds ; He feels the pangs of the cut off 
arm and the plucked out eye ; and He 
rejoices in His own promise of a blessed 
future, when " the warfare shall be accom- 
plished," when the conquered land shall be 
possessed. "We cannot conclude this chap» 
ter better than by the following extract 
from GurnaU's "Christian in Complete 
Armor :"-.« The Christian armor is made to 
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be worn ; ik) layiag d^vm or putting off our 
armor, till we have done our warfare, and 
finished our course. Our armor and our 
garments of flesh go off together; then 
indeed will be no need of watch and ward, 
shield or helmet. Those military duties and 
field graces, (as I may call faith, hope, and 
the rest,) they shall be honorably discharged. 
In heaven we shall appear, not in armor, 
but in robes of glorjr ; but here tjiey are to 
be worn night and day; we must walk, 
work, and sleep in them, or else we are not 
true soldiers of Christ/' 
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III. 

EYEBY-DAY WORK. 

Imethertbereforeyeeator driiik,orwluitooeYeryedo,doaB ^ 

the glory of God."-l Cob. x. 31. 

« We need not bid, for cloiater'd cell, 
» Our neighbor and our work ferewell, 

Kor strive to wind ourselves too high 
For sinful man beneath the sky. 
'*.- The trivial round, the common task, 

^ '' "Would furnish all we ought to ask— 

Eoom to deny ourselvesr— a road 
,-' r To bring us daily nearer God."— Kbplb. 

» All may of Thee partake, 

Nothing can be so mean. 
Which with this tincture, fob thy bakb, 

Will not grow bright and dean: 

This is the famous stone 

That tumeth all to gold. 
For that which God doth touch and own, 

C annot for less be told. ' '—Hbbbbbt. 

Those who wish to bestow the years of 

their life upon God, must also give Him the 

days, the hours, and the moments. Bicker- 

stetla says, " Only think of present duties, 

the iTLoment's work : our life is given to us iu 

foments, and we shall have joys for each." 
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Every-day work is often looked upon aa 
waste of time, or o^ly fitted for those who 
have no exalted sensibilitiea, no heroic pur- 
poses, no aspirations afj^r the higher servi- 
ces of Q^. We sferongly suspect, however, 
that those who can see no true sublimity in 
flie faithful performance of lowly and self- 
denying tusks, even to the " sweeping of (^ 
floor " if need be,* will fall very far short 
of the heroism and magnanimity required 
for the sacrifices and the services which 
they think themselves prepared to oflfer. 
On the other hand, the missionary will be 
all the better fitted for his noble career, if 
he has been faithful in the daily mission of 
life J the, martyr will not suffer with less for- 
titude, because he has long taken up meekly 
the daily cross. Heroism, in fact, is rarely 
understood to be, simply, — uncompromised 
duty ! Heroism, which is not duty, is but a 
dream of the dark ages. Duty that is not 
performed with the spirit of a hero, is but 
the mortar and the brick of hard bondage. 
The hero understood this, who proclaimed to 

* ** He that sveepB a floor as for Qod's law^ 

Makes that and the action Ado. ' '— Hebbjest. 
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26 EVJEEY-DAr WOEK. 

his heroes, no premattire pseans of secure vic- 
tory, no highly wrought representations of 
martial glory, but the simple words, " Eng- 
land expects every aaan to do his dutyP* 
and the aggregate of individual duty was 
triumphant heroism. In the daily waltaof 
life unseen and unadinired, there may exist 
the truest heroic elements ; and 

** All may find, if they 4are choose, 
A glorionB life and graye " 

in the sphere of common-place duty. It is 
not very long since a prince in Israel went 
from amidst his peers, and most of his " glo- 
rious life" was lived in a grocer's shop. 
We think that none can rise from the peru- 
sal of the " Successful Merchant,"* without 
feeling the strength and the stateliness of 
that spirit of grace, which can shed beauty 
upon what might else be unseemly, and 
stamp nobility where the world had not 'be- 
stowed it. "Elizius, an eminent French 
bishop, bom at Chatelat, A. D. 588, became 
known in the Church, not from the fame of 
his learning, not from the austerities prac- 
tised in his age, but from the skill, fidelity, 

^ • Or Memoirs of Samuel Budget, "Esq. By William Arthur, A. M. 
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gnd success which he 4ifiplayed in the gold- 
emith's shop, which was then the scene of 
his daily labors* His leapied biographer 
eajs, — ' Keligion gave him strength and in- 
terest i3;iJwj^- >f 9ifk ; and as his work con- 
strajped nim to attend to earthly things, he 
felt all the more the necessity of refreshing 
his spirit with spiritual things.' The 
religion which had thus shed its lustre upon 
the shop of the artisan, did not stop there. 
The influence which his honesty, economy, 
and frequently tried principle, obtained for 
him, paved the way for his religious labors 
amongst the ignorant people by whom he 
was surrounded, and when a bishopric be- 
came vacant, that required to be filled by 
one peculiarly laborious and devoted, he 
was unanimously elected. His goings out 
and comings in, and the commencement of 
all his undertakings, had long been accom- 
panied by prayer, while the open Bible, 
which we are told was spread before the 
diligent fashioner of the fine gold, was the 
best school of divinity for the future 
bishop."* 

• "Light in th« Dark Places: or, Uemorlals of Christian Life in tho 
Hlcldle Ages.'' From the Oennan of Neandec; 
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It is a eommoii idea, and we may venture 
to Bajy SL common mistake, that attention to 
every-day aflaiiip, is incompatible with 
genius. Now it seeoui to us that the high- 
est attainment and ambition of 'tkp rarely 
understood gift — especially in woman— r 
ought to be the power of performing all 
duty, from the highest to the humblest, 
witti energy and success, so that its possesscfr 
may bestow happiness, soothe sorrows, in- 
culcate truth, and accomplish the tasks of 
life more successfully than they from whom 
it has been withheld. The genius which 
turns in disgust from what is plain and 
homely, and confines itself to the ecstatic 
regions of sentiment, is a spurious or at beat 
a defective quality, and lacks the unity and 
enlargement of true power. 

Look around then, you who are yearning 
to be employed in the service of your God, 
and try to realize what He has given you to 
do t(Hjlayy and do not look beyond it. 
Strength is promised according to your day, 
but not according to your morrow. Every- 
day work requires every-day grace, and 
every-day grace requires every-day asking. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JBTBET-DAT WOBK. 29 

Jnst try the experiment l^ien, for once, — ^no 
matter what your occupation may be,— juo 
matter how distasteful to your natural dis- 
position, — ^the more ^stasteful the better, so 
long a^it'fe your duty. It may be the 
•iiAmetic lesson taught to the little way- 
ward child — or the wearisome drive with 
the complaining invalid— or the petty and 
fatiguing duties and arrangements attendant 
upon your household concerns, or the rou- 
tine of the shop, or the counting-house, or 
tiie writing-oflGice ; whatever it is, take it 
first to God. Before you begin, kneel and 
implore His blessing ; ask Him for a fresh, 
diligent spirit; ask Him for a spirit of 
patience and meekness in contending with 
all the little wearisome difficulties and an- 
noyances connected with it ; ask Him to en- 
able you not only to hear the daily cross, 
but to " take it up,'* denying yourself and 
following the footsteps of the Lord Jesus, 
(Luke ix. 23.) Then put your whole might 
into it, — ^the might that you have borrowed 
from a mightier than yourself, for that is the 
secret of real work. Do it as if your Master 
were standing before you, — -do it as you 
3* 
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would have cast the net into the sea,— as 
yon would have fastened together the tent, 
— ^as you would have labored in the carpen- 
ter's shop, — ^had you lii^gd in the early days ^ 
with Christ and His Apostles. Do not offer 
to God the blind, and the lame, and,.^^^ 
maimed things of your mind; do not offer a 
spirit dreaming of the great things which 
you could do, or may do at some other time, 
but offer to Him your wakeful, rejoicing, 
present energies, and you will find how 
brightly the day beams upon you, — ^how 
sweetly the night gives you sleep, — and how 
gratefully your heart swells with a sense of 
the tenderness of Gk)d as a Father, ^s well 
as His benignity as a Master, 

We think it was John Newton who went 
one day to visit a Christian brother, and 
found him busily engaged in his occupation 
of tanning. The man attempted to apolo- 
gize. . " Just so, my friend," said his pastor, 
" may your Lord find you when He comes ; 
it is the work He has given you to do, and 
He expects you to do it diligently." 
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t^Let the beauty of the Lord otir €U>d be upon w: and eatablisli 
tboa the work of oar banda upon ns.'*— Psalm zc IT. 
♦• Adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things."— Titus li 10. 

** I ask thee for a thongfatAil love^ 

Threogh constant watching wise^ 
To meet the glad with joyftil smiles, 

And wipe the weeing eyes ; 
And a heart at leismre from itBeU( 

1\> soothe and sympathize. 

Wherever in the world I am, 

In whatsoe'er estate, 
I have a feUowship of hearts. 

To keep and cultivate ; 
And a work of lowly love to do^ 

For the Lonl on whom I wstf 

There are few trials so grievous to the 
Christian as the necessity of being much in 
uncongenial society; even if his natural 
temperament is not entirely opposed to it, 
his renewed one revolts from it altogether. 
If this is your position, dear friend, we can 
imagine your heart fainting, and your spirit 
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failing within you. When you would love 
to be still and silent, with your heart lifted 
up in blessed commumon with your Saviour, 
or taking " sweet counsel " with His people, 
or when you would fain be employed in 
active service in His vineyard, you ai:e 
obliged to go into scenes whence you return 
home despondingly, feeling that there you 
have left some of your precious things, with- 
out having imparted them to others ; your 
bodily strength is worn out by what seems 
labor worse than wasted, and day after day 
finds you and leaves you weary, and useless, 
and murmuring. This must not be. When 
safely within the ark yourself, you are, it is 
true, 

« Sheltered, bat not to social duties lost ; 
Seduded, but not buried."— Words wobth. 

God has allotted to you a social work to 
do for Him, and how grieved He must be 
when His servant, Jonah-like, flies from it* 
It has been eloquently said by one, herself, 
alas I a stranger to the highest element of 
this species of service, — " No, we cannot 
leave society while one clod remains unper- 
vaded by Divine life. We cannot live and 
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grow in consecrated earth alone."* Keep 
this work ever before you — self-denial is one 
part of it ; the adorning of the doctrine of* 
your Saviour is another; the winning of 
souls to <Jhrist by your influence, noiseless 
■aird nameless as it may be, is another ; and 
soon you will find the evil to yourself 
obviated, despondency vanishing, and an 
object of deep interest rising into your pre- 
sent objectless life. To give an example 
how the principle may be reduced to prac- 
tice in what are called "little things,'* 
(although nothing is little in the sight of the 
great God ;) the next time that your brow is 
shadowed and your tone impatient because 
of the arrival of one visitor after another, 
interrupting a favorite occupation; or a 
cherished scheme of doing good; or that 
you are obliged to go forth to the social 
circle, when you would rather be resting 
beside your own pleasant fireside ; go to Him 
who went forth from the mountain, and the 
Kedron, to be buffetted in the busy world — 
ask for the same Spirit that was in Him, to 
make you a willing servant in any way that 

* Memoirs of Margaret Fnller Ossoli. 
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He pleases ; take tip the little cross cheer- 
fully, smooth your perturbed brow, get your 
heart filled with interest, and your eyee 
brightened with kinfQiiieaa^ and in the 
pleasant glance, the genuine cordiality, the 
gentle word spoken in season, perchanoe-.ta 
those not accustomed to gentleness, you 
will be doing real though humble work for 
God, — all the more real and the more accep- 
table that it is work which none will know 
and none applaud. 

Inseparable from this kind of work, there 
is the work of influence, both conscious aii4 
unconscious ; for the latter we would refer 
our readers to the admirable little tract 
called "Unconscious Influence;" with 
regard to the fonner, we would seek to im* 
press upon all the necessity of cultivating 
diligently a talent which God has confided 
to the trust of every one. There is no form 
of false humility more common than that 
which prompts the remark, " Alas I / pos- 
sess no influence, — ^what can /do ?" Now 
it is true that many have no wealth, no 
beauty, no rank, no accomplishments, no 
intellect ; but there never has been a heart 
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created since the world began, that has not 
received and everted tke precious though 
much abused gift of influence. How is 
this? Just ^i6fiA]ii0e eyery heart has the 
power^^foving. We have h^ard the well- 
^Jpiown answer of Cecil's little daughter, 
quoted by one of the greatest of our living 
poets, as containing the essence of the 
truest, most thrilling poetry; it certainly 
contains th^ essence of the truest influence : 
— " Mary, wliy does every body love you ao 
much ?" " Oh, papa, I think it must be be- 
cause I love every body !" 

Here, then, is a work which all have to 
do. ''Love is power ;^' therefore love is 
work, if the power is used for God. The 
sunshine has its work to do ; it penetrates 
into all dark places, all dreary nooks and 
crevices, lighting up and cheering ; it brings 
life and warmth to the chilled and torpid ; 
it gives color to the flower, and ripeness to 
the fruit; it takes a message into every 
heart, for all hearts love the sunshine, and 
it speaks of hope and comfort even to the 
kneelers beside a dying bed. Just so may 
the loving heart do: it may not be a power- 
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fill heart — ^it may not be a wise heart — ^it 
may not be a ri^h heart ; but if it is a loving 
heart, it will go about cheering and lighting 
up, warming and coloring, and ripening all 
things just like the sun* One of th^ most 
hardened offenders in Newgate, when t^ 
was brought to the feet of Jesus in her 
right mind, declared that it was Mrs. Fry's 
" Zooh of Zove,^^ that first led her to hope 
that she too might be saved ^ and most of 
us know well the effect of a kindly sympa- 
thizing look, shining upon us in the midst 
of heart darkness, like a burst of light and 
blue sky on a " rainy day," that was " cold, 
and dark, and dreary." 

Closely allied to the loving heart and the 
loving look is the loving manner ; and yet 
these three are often at variance, and we are 
wounded by the thorns and the briers when 
beneath are blossoming fresh lovely rose- 
buds. Many very good people seem to 
think it a duty to keep their hearts locked 
and padlocked, for fear of casting their 
pearls into the mire; others are intensely 
disagreeable, because it is their way, and 
" what does manner signify ?" Others are 
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painfully aware of tLeir defects, but the 
habits of early life are too strong for them. 
Aud so it comes to pass that we so frequent* 
ly meet with that anomaly in grace, — a dw- 
agreeaiie ChrisUan. Have you ever thought 
seriously of the sin which it involves? 
Have you ever thought that it makes the 
religion of your gentle, genial Master, ap- 
pear disagreeable too? Have you ever 
thought, that as the Lord Jesus Christ look^ 
upon the cup of cold water as ^ven to Him, 
so He will look upon the wounded feeling, 
the repulsed confidence, the bruised spirit, 
as given to Him also ? Oh, it is a sad thing 
to fold up in a napkin the talent of manner, 
to lose the key of the casket, to forget the 
Sesame to the hearts of men ! Let it not be 
objected that this implies insincerity or af- 
fectation, — that it is assuming something 
which is not felt. If the heart is right with 
God, glowing with love to Jesus, and filled 
with the fruits of the Spirit, there is no fear 
of insincerity in a manner expressing inte- 
rest, and sympathy, and kindness, and com- 
passion towards all; for all are "possible 
angels," possible redeemed ones ! 
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Closely connected with tlie law of lore, 
there is the " liaw* of Consideration." Mrs. 
Hannah More, of whom we shall give* a 
slight sketch at the end of this otapter, was 
BO impressed with the necessity of this qual- 
ity, that she expressed her intention of 
writing a treatise upon it, which, however, 
she unhappily never accomplished. It is 
not so necessarily a part of love as influence, 
fDr many loving hearts who would lay them 
down to die for the objects of their affections, 
yet lack the minute thoughtfulness, the at- 
tentive watching, the intuitive knowledge, 
" the determination," to use Mrs. More's 
words — " to be the author, in the common 
matters of life, of as little unnecessary un- 
easiness, trouble, or inconvenience as possi- 
ble," which are essential parts of the law of 
consideration. This law is simply a fulfil- 
ment in its strictest sense of the command, 
"Love thy neighbor as thyself; for who 
does not like to be thought of, and thought 
for? Who does not wish to be saved from 
the pin-points of trouble and uneasiness 
which we suffer, and make others suffer 
every day from want of consideration? 
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This quality is peculiarly alluded to, when 
God says, "Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor," which is not a "benediction upon 
those who give large alms and do great 
things fojLthem, but upon those who consider 
thfiMH^ase, and with wisdom and tendei^ness 
tfiink for them and do for them according to 
their ability. 

We must allude in passing, to a subject 
which often causes doubt and embarrass- 
ment to the conscientious Christian, viz. the 
lawfulness of cultivating what are called 
"accomplishments." In accordance with 
the views stated above, we look upon it as a 
duty to do so. Has God given beautiful 
gifts for the purpose of being buried in the 
earth ? If tl^e soul-cheering art of the mu- 
sician, the singing of sweet songs, and the 
still more noble studies of the pencil and 
the palette, are not abused, but used for the 
relaxation and refreshment of the wearied 
mind, and as means of influence and attrac- 
tion over others, they are consecrated into 
work for the Bountiful One, who giveth us 
all things, richly to be enjoyed. Indeed, 
viewed as the medium of giving pleasure, 
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iSiey become no small element in ttie social 
work ; there are ever some irritable and 
gaul like temperaments which can be sooth- 
ed and comforted by heart-reaching strains 
of music ; there are ever some mi»da which 
will give more respect to the religion that ji. 
accompanied by gifts and accomplishments, 
simply and cheerfully exercised. 

The quality most required in social work, 
is that most difficult to be obtained even at 
a throne of grace, — unselfishness! Therd 
are few imputations from which we start 
back so sensitively as the charge of selfish- 
ness, and never is it more justly founded 
than when in our own estimation we are pe- 
culiarly free from its dominion. All our 
social faults, however, flow from this source, 
and we are apt to forget that it is not only 
selfishness displayed to men, but also dis- 
played to Him who pleased not Himself. 
God has given us His will upon this point 
clearly and strongly expressed in the Golden 
Eule — "Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them,** 
and its twin commandment — " Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.'* Such, doubtless, is 
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tibte code of the social circle above, but it is 
fiot upon earth as it is in hisaven. From 
whence proceeds that "entrenchment in our 
awn individuality/^- as it has been well ex- 
pressed by a modern writer, which prevents 
U -ft-om admitting any within the pale of 
oxtr sympathies, who do not " interest " us, 
as the phrase is, or with whom we have " no 
ideas in common?" From whence comes 
the feeling of self-congratulation — " Lo, I 
am better than thou, wiser than thou, 
created of finer clay, and gifted with higher 
intelligence than thou?" From whence 
come the indifferent manner, the hasty 
judgment, the supercilious look, the witty 
story told ftt the expense of an acquaint- 
ance? From whence the carelessness of 
the pursuits, the wishes and the feelings 
of our neighbors? From whence, save 
from the deliberate breach of God's com- 
mandments. Christians though we bfe, we 
do not love our neighbor as ourselves, — we 
do not unto him as we wish him to do unto 
us. 

Here is a work then placed before each, a 
work of obedience so arduous and so mo- 

4* 
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mentons, that instead of any bemoaning the 
absence of v^ork, they might be more easily 
excused, were they tq exclaim despondingly 
— " Who is sufficient for these things ?" Up, 
then, rouse you from your lethargy, — do 
battle with the principle of self within y4?%, 
— unlock this exclusiveness, — escape from 
this indifference. What I indifferent to any 
whom you may meet in heaven, or rescue 
from hell? Throw shaft and pulley into the 
yet unworked mine of manner, of affection, 
of influence, and precious will be the tr.eas- 
ures that come forth from the depths. Re- 
place the gossip, the self-estimation, the su- 
perciliousness, by kind looks, thoughtful 
actions, encouraging words. Ltnd a help- 
ing hand to some, who, though they have 
failed to " interest," may yet be sorely dis- 
couraged because of the way. Draw forth 
the good that there is in all. " None are all 
evil." Many hearts that appear hard and 
inaccessible will be found in the sunshine of 
kindness like the granite rock in the south, 
which emits sweet music at sunrise. Many 
still more icy, resemble the snowy Andes, 
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wliicli are not without their currents of 
genial air. , 

"Were there no ofter instrument for social 
work placed in our possession than the won- 
derful one of speech^ what a wide range of 
usefulness would be opened up to us, and 
how startling the thought of the multitude 
of " idle words " which are gathering against 
us for the day of judgment! One able 
writer* informs us that every spoken word 
causes a vibration in the air which spreads 
in all directions round the whole world, and 
produces a change in the atmosphere which 
alters it through all future time. Anotherf 
declares that " the air is one vast library in 
whose pages are for ever written all that 
man has said, and woman whispered.'' 
JJas \ for the bulky volumes of the icjle and 
the hurtful thus strangely registered, com- 
pared with, the small compass required for 
words to which God hearkens and writes in 
the book of His remembrance. Such state- 
ments in some measure realize to us the won- 
derful significance of language, which in 
some such way may now be registering its 

• Dr. Hitchcock, to bis •• Hellglon of Geology." t Mr. Babbage. 
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silent records, hereafter to witness against us 
with loud and startling re-^tterance. 

To draw the poisonwom "the unruly 
evilj" to tame the tameless member, to guide 
aright the small helm which turneth iibout 
great ships,* is no easy, unworthy, or mere- 
ly negative work.^ " Pleasant words are aa 
an honey-comb, sweet to the soul, and pleas- 
ant to the bones."f The fountain which 
has hitherto sent forth a bitter flood, may 
send forth the sweet waters of affection and 
blessing ; the " idle words " may be changed 
into the busy ones of gentleness and sympa- 
thy ; the harsh accents into a sweet voice, 
persuading men to listen to the yet sweeter, 
which says, " Beloved, love one another." 

So important is the social vocation, that 
we cannot consider any species or degree of 
work, — ^needful though it may seem, — to be 
work befitting the Christian, which inter- 
feres with the cultivation of social interests, 
and social amenities. It is at best only one 
species of work untimeously displacing an- 
other, which cannot be pleasing to the God 
of order and design. "We quote the foUow- 

• Frov. xyL a. t James UL 4^ 8. 
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ing admirable passage from the accomplisli- 
ed authoress of "Anna; or, Passages in a 
Home Life." "When. God is teaching ns 
lessons on this subject, we begin to see that 
circumstances as well as commands are but 
»a expression of His will. We then feel 
that no outward thing can really * hinder ^ 
us. A ' vexatious interruption to duty/ we 
perceive to be a contradiction in terms. 
. . Let us thank Ood and take courage 
when it is so with us; let us take, the full 
comfort of this f act j — ^that we are servants, 
and have really no work of our own to do,^ — 
nothing which we are striving to accomplish 
on (ywr own acGotmt We have no selfish 
schemes which circumstances may thwart, 
we acknowledge no selfish hopes which they 
may destroy. It is blessedness, indeed, to 
have accepted as our only portion, that His 
will should be done, — in us, and for us, and 
by us for ever I" 

It must be remarked that there is no small 
degre6 of danger connected with social 
work, and no small degree of grace required 
to enable us to walk in wisdom. The temp- 
tations are great to overstep the line of de- 
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marcation between the social sphere in 
which God has placed us, and the worldly 
sphere in which God he» not placed us, — ^to 
be unduly all things to all mei^ and to se^ 
und perhaps to find, a degree of popularity 
which may interfere with the simplicity of 
our work. Ratherford says, that the Chris- 
tian in society must be like " the fresh river 
that keepeth its own fresh taste in the salt 
tiea." 

We are not without bright examples of 
the practicability and the importance of 
such a work. One there was, who lately 
belonged to our own times, but who now 
belongs to the times of heaven ; her spirit 
like the sandal tree was fragrant as well as 
fruitful, and though the life has departed 
from the stem, the fragrance yet lingers, 
and the fruit yet remains. Fifty years ago 
a lovely spot in "Wiltshire received the name 
of Barley Wood. Situated on elevated 
ground, commanding picturesque and beauti- 
ful views, its lawns and its gardens bore the 
marks of graceful and constant cultivation. 
So retired and so peaceful was its aspect, 
that when told, it was the abode of a Ohrifr 
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tian lady, tlie passer-by might think that she 
had taken wings like a dove, according to 
the wish of the Psalmist, and flown away 
from the busy world. Barley Wood, how- 
ever^ was in one sense a world in miniature, 
Eank and wealth and fashion found their 
way therie,to sun themselves in the smile of 
a graceful and courteous Ixostess. Men of 
tafite and literature sought the dwelling of 
Hannah More. The afflicted, and the igno- 
rant, and the perplexed, went for help and 
instruction. There was besides another 
world of coirespondence to be dealt with, — 
a large system of schools to be superintend- 
ed, the most arduous literary tasks to be 
performed — ^while the woman called to 
these conflicting claims and duties was no 
longer young, but bowed down by sickness 
and bereavement. How then do we find 
her performing her social work under such 
trying circumstances ? We are told by the 
biographers of Hannah More, that when 
first introduced to worldly people, she did 
not immediately enter upon the subject of 
religion, but tried to use the charm of her 
influence to do away prejudice, and to pre- 
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pare the way for more personal dealing; if, 
however, she knew that she might not again 
have an opportunity, she used to come to 
file point at once. Peculiarly sensible to 
her influence, many youthM hearts were 
thus led to Jesus, and in the midst of the 
most worldly society, she never forgot to 
confess her Master before men. It was said 
of her that whatever was the party and the 
topic, "upon her tongue was the law of 
kindness ; there was never a word to oflfend, 
or wound, or grieve, but always something 
to instruct and improve." Her thoughts 
were always given to the business of the 
moment with concentration and energy ; nor 
was any duty too small to be performed with 
care and prayerful diligence, if it was large 
enough to affect the comfort, the feelings, 
and the interests of those around her. Along^ 
with the marvellous testimonies to her 
Christian and social graces, which greeted 
this mother in Israel on all sides, there was 
one, which, although simple and homely in 
its expression^ requires many, and various, 
and rare qualities — she was pronounced to 
be " a person most easy to be lived with." 
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Wilberforce was another, great and strik- 
ing example of religion carried into the 
social sphere without injury to his own spir^ 
ituality. When he went into society he 
iLse^ to prepare what he called " launchers^^ 
or questions and subjects for discourse, suit- 
able for introducing the spiritual conversa- 
tion, which he endeavored to make useful to 
a class of whom Wesley said, in a message 
to Hannah More, " Tell her to make that her 
fijdiere — they will not listen to U8?^ Lord 
Bacon makes the following striking observa- 
tions in his Essay upon Goodness : — " If a 
man be gracious and coxirteous to strangers, 
it shows he is a citizen of the world, and 
Ihat his heart is np island cut off from other 
lands, but a continent that joins to them ; if 
he be compassionate towards the afflictions 
of others, it shows that his heart is like the 
noble tree, that is woxmded itself when it 
gives the balm j if he easily pardons and 
remits offences, it shows that his mind is 
planted above injuries, so that he cannot be 
shot ; if he be thankful for small benefits, it 
shows that he weighs men's minds, and not 
their -trash; but above all, if he have St. 
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Paul's perfecticm, that he wonld wish to be 
an anathema from Christ, for the salvation 
of his brethren, it shows much of a divine 
nature, and a kind of conformitj with 
Christ himself." 

Without multiplying examples and quota- 
tions, however, we shall only farther cite an 
often read, often lauded, often forgotten, yet 
faultless code for social manners. Were its 
sublime precepts to be fully observed, the 
wilderness might blossom as the rose, the 
Kon might lie down with the lamb, and 
there might be nothing to hurt or destroy in 
the holy mountain. " Charity suflfereth long 
and is kind; charity envieth not; charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth 
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no 
evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth ; beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things." — 1 CoE. xiii. 4-7. 
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V. 

HOME WORK. 

** Howbdt; Jesas snl&red him not ; but BAith nnto him, Go home to 
ihy MeDclis, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee."-MAKKy.l9. 

** And Moses Terilj was flathfiil in aU hia honse."— Hxb. iii. 6. 

** Poor indeed then most be, if around thee 
Thou no ray of light and joy canst throw, 
If no silken cord of love hath bound thee, 
To some little world throi^b weal and woe. 

If no dear eyes thy tender love tan brighten, 

No fond voices answer to thy own, 
If no brother's sorro^ thou canst lighten. 

By daUy eympaihj and gentle tone. 

Daily struggling, though enclosed and lonely. 

Every day a rich reward will ^ve. 
Thou wilt find, by hearty striving only. 

And truly loving, thou canst truly llvei" 

Habbubt Winblow. 

Theke is a safe and easily applied test by 
which to determine whether the Christian in 
Bociety is indeed working for God or for 
himself. If the social work is not carried 
into the home, finding there a narrower, 
thongh not less difficult sphere, there ought 
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to arise a suspicion, that excitement and love 
of popularity may hare somewhat to do 
with our social zeal. That Church which 
gent forth its whole strength In missions to 
fer lands, and left its home thousands to 
starve and die, could not be in a healthy 
condition ; and that soul is in much the 
same state, which expends its energies upon 
work without doors, and neglects the work 
within. If each individual Christian per- 
formed faithfully his and her share in the 
home mission — ^if each cultivated carefully 
the little garden within his own gates — if 
each were a faithful steward in the house- 
hold charge, there would, indeed, be fewer 
homes that are not homes — there would be 
fewer flowerless and unwatered gardens — 
there would be fewer of those arrears of 
which the Lord, when He comes, will take 
strict account. 

There is one feeling and desire in the 
human heart which is universal — all wish to 
ie tmderstood. In ordinary acquaintance- 
ship, how frequently the complaint meets 
the ear — " We cannot conle on together, for 
he never imderstands me.'' The constitu- 
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tion of the one mind is a mystery to the 
other — the language of the one heart an 
unknown tongue tp the other. It is strange 
that in the Ijome^ and by the household 
hearth J encircled by one family, where we 
might expect misapprehension to be un- 
known j it existi^ as frequently as in any other 
place ; jai-is, coldnesses, constraints, and dis- 
Bensions, all arise from it — while even sisters, 
whose hearts God has created to throb in 
unison, are often obliged to seek elsewhere 
that appreciation and sympathy which they 
have not found in each other. Now, there 
i& a serious home sin involved here. When- 
ever any one complains of not being under- 
stood, it will generally be found to arise 
from the want of trying to vmderstand. If 
people would think less of themselves, and 
be less intensely sympathetic with the intri- 
cacies and sensitivenesses of their own 
hearts, and pay more attention to the pecu- 
liarities of others, the evil would probably 
be greatly obviated. We are aware that 
many feel rather proud than otherwise of 
" not being understood," even in their own 
homes, and consider it a proof of genius 
5* 
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and highly-wrought sensibilities. We can- 
not help regarding it, however, as a mark 
of decided inferiority of mind. True genixta 
is ever easily understood, aii4 true genius 
ever easily understands. They who are 
really possessed of true genius, combined 
with deep and tender feeling, ^e in posses- 
sion of treasures not to be locked up in in- 
accessible coffers, or brought out occasion- 
ally to be counted and admired, but to be 
used every day to gladden and benefit all 
around. Let them sympathize with others, 
and others will soon, sympathize with them. 
Let them cast the light of their love upon 
home hearts, and it -will soon so illumine 
their own, that all who run may read the 
once mysterious characters. 

La home work, home sunshine is a very 
important element. Many conscientious 
people strive to perform, and actually do 
perform, all their home duties faithfully and 
earnestly, and still there is felt to be some- 
where a startling deficiency. They are not 
seen in their homes as their Saviour would 
have been, had He shared a home wherein 
to lay His head, diffusing light and strength, 
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and consolation. What is specially lacking 
tiiere, is joyfulness Winded with their work. 
They have not taken the joy of the Lord as 
tkeir strength, and they have separated the 
two things which God hath joined together 
— duty and sunshine. 

•* A solemn yet ft joyftil thing Is life, 
Wbioh, being ftiU of duties, is Ibr this 
Of gladness ftiU, and Aill of lofty hopes." 

Even as the sunbeam is composed of mil- 
lions of minute rays, the home light must be 
constituted of little tendernesses, kindly 
looks, sweet laughter, gentle words, loving 
counsels ; it must not be like the torch- 
bla^e of natural excitement, which is easily 
quenched, but like the serene, chastened 
light, which burns as safely in the day of 
the east wind as in the serenest atmosphere. 
Let each bear the other's burden the while 
— ^let each cultivate the mutual confidence, 
which is a gift capable of increa^se and im- 
provement — and soon it will be found that 
kindliness will spring up on every side, dis- 
placing constraint, unsuitability, want of 
mutual knowledge, even as we have seen 
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sweet violets ^d primrose buds dispelling 
the gloom of the grey jsea rocks. 

The most obvious of all h^me sins is that 
of temper. Too often do Christians, who are' 
all sweetness and graciousness in society, 
appear (to use the simile of Rowland^ Hill) 
as if engxafted upon crab-trees in their own 
homes. The most visible Inanifestations of 
this sin, in passionate outbreaks, violent 
words, and fits of sullenness, are so odious 
in themselves, and cause so much misery to 
their authors, as well as to their victims, 
that when a Christian is liable to be possess- 
ed by this evil spirit, he ifr generally on hi^ 
guard, and watches and mourns because af 
it. There are various lesser degrees, how- 
ever, which are often perceptible in those 
who would be exceedingly, and perchance, 
justly indignant were th'ey to be designated 
as ill-tempered. The want of gentleness in 
tone and look — the needless difficulty and 
objection, thrown in the way of the eager 
and the energetic — ^the undue regard to our 
own "dignity" (much abused word) when 
offended, forgetting that 

** To err is bmnan— to forgive divine ;** 
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the maintenance of our ovm opinions simply 
because they are oor^ own, and the feeling 
of irritation at the opposition they encounter 
-^the assuiliption, however slight, of superi- 
ority iwid self-importance — ^the undue attach- 
ment to our own methods and our own ways 
— ^the painful allusion and ill-timed jest — 
the jealousy of others, and the over-exaction 
of affection, attention, and sympathy, are all 
off shoots of the crab4ree : — and even as we 
find in nature the finest species of apples, if 
unpruned and uncultivated, returning to the 
native crab, so the heart, unkept and un- 
tended, will become, even when renewjed, 
bitter in its fruits, and degenerate in its soil. 
Great ;part of the home work, therefore, 
will consist in a constant watch and ward 
over this besetting sin, in its dwelling with- 
in the heart, as well as its outward avenues. 
It is not enough to repress the word, if the 
irritated feeling remains within; it is not 
enough to smooth the unloving look, if the 
heart itself be void of love; and this must 
be done not for our own comfort, because a 
iiappy home is desirable, or because it is 
pleasant to be loved and praised, but because 
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it is part of the ^ork by which God is to be 
glorified in us. This jj^ciple must be car- 
ried into every relation of Jife; without it 
there is danger, on the one h^d, of the 
work being turned into self-idolatry, Qjr idol- 
atry of others as belonging to ourselves; 
and, on the other hand, of its being left un- 
done. 

The mother is too apt to joy in her little 
ones as " her own," forgetting that they are 
bought witti a price, and are not hers, but 
God's. In the instruction she chooses for 
them — ^in the amusen^ents she permits them 
~in their whole training, excellent as it 
may be, she is prone to woric at her own 
hands, that she and they may be exalted, or 
at the best, that they may be preserved from 
the dangers and difficulties of the way, and 
secure the salvation of their souls. Too 
often does she forget that the chiefest mo- 
tives of her work must be to bring God 
glory, and so to teach her children, that 
they in their turn may glorify Him, each 
spreading wider the circles of influence pro- 
duced by the work of all, but more especial- 
ly by the work of a mother. 
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The mistress would sticceed better in her 
responsible cliarge-**^sbe would attain more 
easily to the happy medium between dis- 
couraging severity and culpable indulgence 
or indifference — «he would not so often fail 
' in attaching to her the hearts of her house- 
hold — she would have her work better done, 
and her injunctions more faithfully obeyed, 
if she remembered that it is part of her ap- 
pointed service to God, to teach those en- 
trusted to her" care to be active servants, 
useful members of society, and happy 
Christians. 

There would not so often be the coldness 
and r^erve between sister and brother, 
sistef and sister-in-law, and even between 
fiister and sister, which too often mar the 
peace, or at least the rejoicing confidence of 
a fagiily circle, were it borne in mind that 
not a jar, not a clouded brow, not a hasty 
word, but is dishonoring to His name, and 
grieving to His heart, who set the people of 
the earth in families. The solemn conside- 
ration of each having to perform to each th^ 
will of their mutual God, would soothe 
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many an irritated spirit, and open the bolts 
and bars of many a closed heart. 

If the wife, whose portion 4oo often ap- 
pears to be one of heart-weariness and dis- 
appointment, of hopeless exposure to selfish 
and unreasonable temper, — ^would but set 
herself to her work, forgetting her own 
trials in the earnest desire to glorify God, by 
rectifying what is amiss in her conjugal re- 
lations, and by exerting the sweet influences 
of woman's affection, bearing^ and forbear- 
ing, — overlooking what is faulty, and cher 
ishing what is good, she would reap her 
reward in due time. The old simple story 
of a smile, may not be out of place here. 
A woman who lived very unhappily with 
her husband, came to a great divine to ask 
his counsel. " Always meet your husband 
with a smile," said the wise man. She fol- 
lowed his advice, and very soon returned to 
thank him for the blessing of a happy home. 
Whenever a home landscape is dreary, and 
its horizon clouded, we believe that it pro- 
ceeds not so much from the storms of man's 
petulance and unreasonableness, as because 
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woman has forgotten to draw a sunbeam 
from the Sun of Big^teousness. 

In home work it must ever be borne in 
mind, that it is but a home for a little while, 
and that the chief object of the Home Mis- 
sionary, is to lead those who now circle the 
board and the hearth, to seek the things 
that are above, and to form a family and a 
home in heaven. Often the Lord calls one 
of a household, and when he has engaged 
that heart to follow him, he sends it home to 
tell what great things the Lord has done. 
Not always, however, is the report listened 
to, ' There may be long years of indiffer- 
ence, and diminished affection, and scorn, 
and even persecution, but let such a solitary 
one take courage. Let her pray unwearied 
the prayer of faith ; and while never yield- 
ing one iota of principle, let her cultivate 
every iota of tenderness ; let her preach 
silent sermons of example, and speak judi- 
cious words of precept. God will yet set 
her in a family of grace. The light will yet 
shine upon the hearts that have had light 
close to them though they acknowledged it 
6 
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not. The prayer for all those life-relations 
which our Lord himself sanctioned and en- 
joyed, will yet be answered far more abun- 
dantly than we can ask or think. 



I 
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VI. 
SINGLE WOMEN'S WORK. 

"The mrauoTled woman oareth for the fbings of the LorcL"~l Gob. 
TIL84 

"Favor is deceltftil, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth 
the L(»d, sheaball be praised. ''-^Pbot. zxxi 80. 

" Gather thou not together In a net, 
The love, the strength, the work which Ood hath set 
For the wide household of the earth. Go forth, 
Free and unfettered, east, west, south, and north ; 
No synibol but the Inner Cross of Faith, 
No rules but what the Lord Jehovah salth ; 
Go forth, woA oheerly, love divinely, raise 
Thy lonely heart in songs <^ joy and praise^ , 
Fulfilling meekly, ere thou hence depart, 
The * Woman^s Mission ' of thy woman's heart" 

In addressing social and home workers, 
we have hitherto supposed them to occupy 
distinct "niches'' in society, — ^their work to 
be fully defined, — and their hearts cheered 
by love and appreciation. Something more, 
however, is wanted to fill up the picture. 

There is a class yet imspoken to — ^hearts yet 

• 
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unreached. There are those who have no 
home, or but a solitary one, whose portion in 
society is peculiarly one of neglect and in- 
significance. Take woman in all her phases, 
with one exception, and she is surrounded by 
a halo of interest and sympathy. The 
young and the lovely are ever the beloved. 
Many rise up around the wife and the 
mother, and call her blessed. The aged 
woman is a link to other times, and her 
words are listened to with reverence and 
respect. But from the single woman d^une 
certaine age, are withheld the interests which 
it is the foible of her sex to covet, and the 
sympathy which she more than ever requires. 
Behind her are the sorrows and severings of 
the past, before her the waste and desolate 
places, from whence the sunshine ha6 faded. 
There are several characteristics, or rather, 
jpronenesses^ in woman, that render her pecu- 
liarly alive to the trials of such a position. 
Prone to make idols. and to find them clay, 
her first real conviction that there are no 
idols that will not break, severs her heart 
from its refuges like a nestless bird. Prone 
jtoo, to faint and fail when the trial is petty 



. fflPBTOLB women's VfOKK. 65 

and ignoble, she suffers acutely from the 
daily darts of negkct and ridicule, and from 
the departure of those attractions which 
once procured attention and consideration. 
Beca^ise she can'no longer pour forth the 
full affluence of prized affection, she takes 
it for granted that she need bestow no love, 
and cultivate no sympathy. Much has been 
said and written upon this subject, and yet 
we haye sometimes felt as if women thus 
isolated, were still left tossing in a rudder- 
less vessel on a strange ocean,-— told, indeed, 
that land lay near, but unable to distinguish 
it, — ^informed of the work before them, with- 
out having it clearly defined, — ^bid to be of 
good cheer, without the tenderness and sym- 
pathy which the intricacies of their position 
peculiarly demand. Our intention is, sim- 
ply, to offer a few practical and suggestive 
hints to single women, how they may best 
put their shoulder to the wheel — their hearts 
to the work set before them, thus becoming 
"God's operatives," instead of spending 
money for that which is not bread, and 
labor for that which satisfieth not. 

For this work, apparently so solitary, 
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many of the elements of social and home 
work are required. , The wngle woman must, 
more than any other, struggle against the 
law of self, for her toil is not fer the near 
and the dear ; it may not be met^with love, 
and may fail in calling forth affection ; it is 
for those, only ccmnected with her by the 
wide, though unseen family tie, which makes 
all her brothers and her sisters. Whenever 
a single woman resolut^y devotes herself to 
the service of God in all its parts, she must 
become fully assured of her own position — 
of its strength, its dignity, and its advanta- 
ges. She must remember that it is her por- 
tion, — spoken of by the Apostle with respect 
and admiration, — ^to serve the Lord ^' with- 
out carefulness." She must take to herself 
the encouragement, that even the solitary 
and the unappreciated has more weight in 
the social economy of the times than she has 
hitherto dreamed of; and that though her 
place and her influence may be as unmark- 
ed as the dew of the forest, or as the star of 
the galaxy, yet if she fulfil not her mission, 
there will be a diminution of the strength 
and the light of society. 
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The mission of the sii^le woman, is, in a 
great measure, to her own sex. There is a 
reproach hanging over it which she alone 
can take away. God has bestowed npon 
woman independent* gifts and graces where- 
with she may bring glory to Him. Forming 
so large a portion of society, it would have 
been inconsistent with His tender wisdom, 
had He left woman, when independent of 
man, a useless cipher, a discontented and 
objectless being. To look attentively upon 
society, however, it might be supposed that 
marriage is the great end of life, and that 
tiie unmarried have failed in the great mis- 
sion intended for them. Their name and 
position are considered legitimate objects of 
raillery and ridicule, to escape from which 
many a woman is driven to attempt to " es- 
tabHsh herself in life," as it is called — 
equally degrading, whether successful or the 
reverse.' Whenever a single woman so lives 
as to rebut these calumnies and disprove this 
necessity, she is doing a great work ; when 
she is seen to be loved, and occupied, and 
happy, and respected, she is encouraging her 
siiterhood to be so likewise. She is a prac- 
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tical warning agaiixst the yoke of joyless and 
uncompanionable marriage, hastily assumed 

,to escape from a position which she has 
proved capable of being a joyful and useful 
one. She is an example of the needlessness 
of entering those conventual establishments, 
half-way between England and Rome, where 
women, fleeing from their single responsibil- 
ities, may set themselves where God has not 
set them — in families — or, weary of social 
insignificance, may place themselves upon a 
pinnacle. 

Another portion of social work belongs 
peculiarly to the " old maid." It is hers to 
redeem her sisters from the imputation of 
being peculiarly guilty o^ "idle words," 
harsh judgments, and a proverbially strict 
ewrveiUance over others. The heart that 
does not go out in love, will not feed upon 
itself alone, it will unlovingly press upon 

. those around. The thoughts that do not 
perform their holy mission of meditating 
good for others, will become receptacles of 
envy, hatred, and uncharitableness — the 
words that are not sanctified will speak but 
of gossip and censoriousness. Every time, 
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tiiereforej that the single woman, both by 
precept and example, attempts to stem and 
sweeten the waters of Marah, and to lead 
her sisters to perform the gentle charities of 
life, and to speak of things of beauty, and 
Joy, and goodness, instead of the exaggerated 
story — ^the evil motive taken from their own 
hearts,* imputed and discussed, she is doing 
no ignoble work for God: she is proving 
" that there is nothing on earth more tender 
than a woman's heart when it is the abode 
of piety." 

As we have hinted above, "Thought 
Work," as it may be designated, must be 
combined with the single women's social 
vocation. That it is a, work of no small 
moment, we may gather from the beautiful 
prayer of David the king. " O Lord God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our 
fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination 
of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, 
and prepare their heart unto thee." — 1 
Chron. xxix. 18. This is indeed a work for 
all classes, and for all individuals ; but upon 
whom can it be so forcibly urged as upon 

* ** Self-knowledge makes us imcharltabki.''— Miaov. 
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those who are emphatically "dwellers 
alone," and to whom, for long periods, the 
inner world of thought is their principal 
scene of action? There is abeautiftil and 
well-known hymn, each rerse of which 
commences with these words, — " Speak 
gently ;" hut, " Think gently," would go 
more to the root of the evil. How frequent- 
ly the lonely one brooding over an imagi- 
nary insult, or a pardonable omission, in- 
stead of being 

** To her Deigbbora' &ult8 a little bUnd, 
To her neighbors' virtues ever kind," 

becomes additionally clear-sighted to their 
faults, and peculiarly blinded to her own. 
How often the train of exaggerated and 
censorious thought goes on, gathering mate- 
rial like a snowball, till the heart which 
might be warm with love to friend, sister, 
and neighbor, is cold and hardr— the very 
antipodes to the heart which " thinketh no 
evil, and is not eiasily provoked." Till the 
chambers of thought are purified, warmed, 
and illuminated by the Holy Spirit, the out- 
ward conversation will never be becoming 
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tite Gospel, wbicli is bo «ften highly pro- 
iBwBed; and the tltonghtful solitude will 
never become *Mhe seat of perfect peace,'* 
as the Spanish soldiers beaatifally called 
^ke solitary mountain amidst the Sonth 
American Uanos, ^^ Paramo de la Lama 
Paz." 

Anotibier work to which the single woman 
may specially devote herself, and to which 
ehe is often proverbially disinclined, is the 
exercise of love and influence over the 
young. Pleasant it is to see an " old maid,** 
>Yith perchance no external attraction but 
tibe sunshine of a gentle smile, no accom* 
plishment but the music of a sweet tongue, 
amusing and instructing happy groups of 
children. Her influence over the yonthftd 
of her own sex may be strong; nay, we 
could imagine it to be, in some. respects, 
greater than the maternal. Frequently, the 
mother, exhausted by the wear and tear of 
commonplace cares, or absorbed with the in- 
terests of her happy home, forgets the strug- 
gles and sorrows of her early life ; she is 
disposed to view lightly the youthful trials 
of others, and to expect them to be as tran- 
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sient as her own now appear in her ejea 
But the woman of no present ties remem- 
bers vividly the diflSculties and dangers of 
the past ; she can recall every ipck and cur- 
rent in the stream of life, and none are bet- 
ter fitted to speak words of hope and warn- 
ing to the dejected and the struggling. She 
can take them back to sorrows borne, and 
disappointments blessed; she can tell how 
great the " boon of suffering " is to woman j 
she can point to the refuge for the lonely y to 
the rest for the weary, so that, although none 
on earth can call her by the sweet nam^ of 
mother, yet she may say in heaven, " Be- 
hold here I am, and the children which 
Thou hast given me.'' It is beautiful to see 
the young and the old, the home-dweller and 
the isolated, thus clingjng to each other, ere- 
ating a new beauty, and a new affection, 
and embellishing each other, like the sere 
leaves and the green of the beechen wood. 
Nor is this all, — the single woman has yet 
another mission. She has a great debt to 
assist in paying. Although father and 
brother may be silent in the grave, and the 
lover of her youth may have passed from 
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her, yet has she an influence to wield over 
man, a power to " help " him in his career. 
To use the words of a modem writer : — " ' II 
n'est pas boa que I'homme soit seul ; je lui 
ferai un aide semblable a lui.' Ceci s'ap- 
pliqae a toute femme, non a la femme 
marine seulement. Car Eve n'apparait pas 
Beulement ici comme la femme du premier 
homme, mais encore comme la premiere 
femme ; et solidaire de tout son sexe, ainei 
qu'Adam Test du notre, elle en offre dans 
fla personne le type et une sorte de minia- 
ture Honteuse d'elle-m^me et jalouse 

de se rehabiliter la femme ne vivra plus que 
pour reparer le mal qu'elle a fait a Thomme, 
en lui prodiguant, avec les consolations qui 
peuvent adoucir I'amertume presente du 
p6ch6, les avertissements qui peuvent en 
pr6venir I'amertume 6temelle."* 

It may be objected that this influence re- 
quires the aids of youth, beauty, talents and 
self confidence, which the middle-aged and 
the solitary do not possess. Nof so : it re- ' 
quires but the moral youth and beauty 
bestowed by the graces of the Spirit ; it re- 

* **Iift Femoie ; Beaz dlscours par Adolpbe Monad. "^ 
1 
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quires but an earnest recognition of the' fern* 
inine mission and obligation, and of the im- 
planted strength which can alone give ft 
sanctified influence. None arq more ready 
than men to recognize the beauty and dig- 
nity of woman's character, thus Aining 
from amidst the shadows of solitude and 
obscurity — ^none mpre ready to be benefited 
by its influence. 

It is obvious that the single woman, with 
few household cares and family anxieties, 
and with small restriction upon her time, 
must have a large amount of special and 
visible work in her power. The poor, the 
sick, the afflicted, and the ignorant, have 
manifest claims upon her leisure ; but upcoi 
this branch of the subject we shall not en- 
large, as it comes under the head of " Special 
Work ^ for all. To p^form the mission of 
single women wright, an especial portion of 
the joy of the Lord is needful, for a higher 
purpose than that of smoothing their own 
path and alleviating their own sorrows. It 
is not enough that the old maid's home shall 
be one of comfort and content, — ^it is of real 
importance to the circle around each, that 
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they who are experiencing the undefined 
Badness of departing youth, should learn to 
" sing as in the days of their youth ;"* and 
that they whose affections have been torn or 
left lonely by the adverse circumstances of 
life, slkould be seen rejoicing because they 
have fixed them upon the home and the af- 
fections above. 
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vn. 

WAITING WORK. 

**'Wait on the Lord ; be of good eonrage, and He shall atrengttMn 
thine heart ; wai^ Isaj^ <A the Lord."— Faalx zztU. K 

** €k)d doth not need 
Either man^s work, or his own gifts ; who hest 
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best ; his state 
Is kingly ; thousands at his bidding speed. 
And post o^er land and ocean without rest ; 
Tliey also serve who only stand and wait " 

Miltoh'b SomoBm 

It is always easier to act than to wait ; it 
is pleasanter to the natural heart, full of its 
own energy and excitement, to do a great 
action than a small one, or apparently to do 
nothing at all. The men of war, who like 
the war-horse scented the battle afar off, 
found it a hard service to walk around Jeri- 
cho seven times seven. It must have been 
difficult for the Israelites, on the banks of 
the Eed Sea^ to stand still and see the salva- 
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tion of God, instead of rushing npon the 
hosts of Pharaoh. The Syrian Captain was 
wroth when with no pain or trouble he had 
but to wash in the waters of Jordan. Yet 
the one sfjgKJies of service is as needful as 
the otluwf. Hie strength and courage will 
eome to those only who have waited for the 
good time of their Giver ; and most of the 
Lord's servants who are called to work that 
is seen, have gone through a course of wait- 
ing discipline, often unsuspected and unseen. 
Dear, anxious, somewhat impatient be- 
liever, to whom we have before addressed a 
few homely words, bear with us yet a little, 
while we suggest that another part of the 
work which you have to do at present may 
be a waiting work. You need such disci- 
j)line far more than the si|iless angels, who 
yet stand and wait, joyfully and unrepining- 
ly, and in so doing equally serve their Mas- 
ter. You require to be taught humility. 
If you were an open, active laborer in the 
Lord's vineyard, observed of all observers, 
you would perhaps become puffed up with 
pride, and you would say, " Oh, well done !'' 
as it happened to Bernard, into whose ear, 
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even while preaching, Satan whispered 
"Bene fecisti Bemanje." So you must 
needs learn that all mana^r of active ser- 
vice can go on upon the earth, without your 
aid, — that God has workers id: v^bundance 
ready for His purposes; and thatNi^Jien He 
chooses you to work for Him, it is becaHse. 
of His good pleasure and tenderness, not 
because He cannot do without you. Ton 
require to be taught patience. All eager- 
ness and excitement, you would rush forward 
impatient to be employed, and perform the 
Lord's work in a hurried and imperfect man- 
ner, peculiarly distasteful to Him who loveth 
to " have all things done in order ;" so He 
wills a period of patient quiet waiting and 
restraint for you. You require to be taught 
childlike submission to your Father's wilL 
Perhaps you have attained to so much of it 
as to lay your hand upon your mouth, and 
.your mouth in the dust, during times of 
chastening ; and in difficulty and perplexity 
you can cry unhesitatingly, " My Father, 
my Father, thou art the guide of my youth l** 
But you are not equally submissive when 
you desire to do active work for God, and 
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He will not allow it. ICou feel as if it were 
a duty to be impatient, and so God must 
check this nnchiUllike spirit, and bring you 
into subjection to His will in all things. 
Then, abflj^e all, you require to wait for 
greater degrees of that sanctification which 
iS"1;o fit ;^ou for active work. " If a man 
therefore purge himself from these, he shall 
be a yessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet 
for the Master^s use, and prepared unto 
every good work." A blessed way of spend- 
ing the waiting time, — ^thus uniting the war- 
fare wor^, — ^scai'cely less blessed than the 
sinless services of the angels, who have 
never required to yearn and struggle after 
holiness. 

Frequently the " waiting ** is in the cham- 
ber of sickness — ^in "the fires'* of bodily 
suffering. Very trying is it to the Christian, 
when life and activity have been throbbing 
high in his heart, to be laid upon a bed of 
languishing; when he has been longing to 
prove that he is a living branch of the fruit- 
ful Yine, to feel himself but a dry twig, — a 
withered leaf. Even more tiying than a 
season of decided and dangerous illness, is 
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the protracted time, of languor, and weak- 
ness, and wearinessj-^wjien usefulness seems 
forbidden by the jarred arid thrilling nerve% 
giving greater intensity to the^irritating self-- 
condemnation, and injurious stri^les to ^- 
cape from the hand of the Lord, so common 
in such a position. Be still, oh weak, and 
nervous, and restless sufferer ! consider that 
the Lord Jesus knoweth thy frame, and re- 
membereth that thou art dust, for He " was 
made like unto His brethren." Others may 
weary of thy incapacity, but He never does ; 
others may forget their own past sufferings 
but every pang is still fresh in His memory. 

^ Thou who didit sit on Jacob's well 
The weary hour of noon ; 
The langoid pt^laes thou canst tell, 
The nerveless spirit tnne." 

He is proving what of faith and submission 
is in thy heart ; and oh, disappoint Him not ! 
let Him find a patient spirit amidst the lan- 
guor and nervousness, a waiting heart upon 
the wearisome couch. 

Frequently, also, the " waiting" is amidst 
the depths of heavy chastening and sore 
bereavement. When the heart has been 
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well-nigli broken with its yearning for a 
removed prop and fibre, it is best that the 
time of healin^and binding up should be 
spent " alone^ith Jesus," sitting at His feet 
and waitij^ for His strength. It is not 
need^iilfnowever, that the waiting season in 
*S!i^ of these cases should be altogether inac- 
tive. The patience and sympathy displayed 
to othere — the meek submission, "Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him " — the 
evident though speechless desire for the 
^lory of God, may all bring forth fruit unto 
everlasting life. 

** Count each affllctioii, whether light or graye, 
God's messenger sent down to thee. Do then 
With courtesy receive him. .... Grief should \)6, 
Ukejoy, majestic, equable, sedate- 
Confirming, cleansing, raising, making fl^e, 
Strong to consume small troubles ; to commend 
Great thoughts, grave thoughts, thoughts lasting to the end."* 

During this season there must also be a 
good hope within you. Without hope you 
cannot wait and cannot war ; without hope 
you will sink down contented with your in- 
action. Cultivate, then, an earnest, loving, 
active principle of hope, which is in itself 
work. It will be the salt that proi^erves the 

♦ Aubrey de Vere. ' 
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grace of patience from degenerating into 
indolence. It will be the light that illn- 
mines what might else b^ a dark place. 
Hope against hope, wait against weariness, 
and you will yet be chosen ana^meet for 
active work here, and for the inhbrit^ce 
hereafter. 
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PREPARATORY WORK. 

" Prepare thy work wlthoat, and make it fit for thyself In the field ; 
■nd afterwarda build thine bonae."— Pboy. xziy. 27. 
. . . ** An ttie means of action— 
The abapelesa mawaoa tbe materf ala, 
Lie ererywhero about us. What we need 
Is the oeleettal fire to change the flint 
Into tran^MventoryBta], bright and dear.'' 

Longfellow. 

Lichens and moBsea and decayed leaves 
are needful to prepare a soil for the trees of 
the forest ; so they who are to be called to 
some special work, are often led by a way 
they know not, to some special preparation ; 
and work that may seem unnecessary and 
tmimportant, proves to be the under soil 
from whence tiie fruitful tree is to spring up. 
We knew a lady who had her mind much 
turned to the study of German. In her case 
it seemed a waste of time, and was met with 
some opposition and discouragement. Still 
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she persevered, and it was not till after she 
had conquered the diflBiculties of her fevof- 
ite language, that an unthought-of door was 
opened, and she became the wife of a mis- 
sionary to the Jews in Germany. Without 
the probability of so prominent a leading of 
Providence, there are many things that majT 
be cultivated by the Christian in the waiting 
interval, which he will find useful as auxili- 
aries when called into active service. 
Knowledge of all kinds comes under this 
head. History, languages, logic, mathemat- 
ics,* and the physical sciences, may all be 
useful in interesting and influencing the 
young, — ^in enabling us to "give a reason 
for the hope that is in us," and in confuting 
the sophistries of those who, destitute of this 
" good hope," strive to destroy it in others. 
Kesearches into the hidden works of God, as 
Well as into those which clothe the earth 
with beauty, awakening praise and admira- 
tion of their Creator in ourselves, fill up 
many an idle hour, and create many a busy 
and blessed thought in the minds of others, 
— while the well-stored memory, — the culti- 
vated taste, — the quick observation, — ^the 
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keen discrimination into heart and charao 
ter, if not concealed in the folded napkin, 
may take their -honorable place as part of 
the prepared material, f5rom which are to be 
fSftshione^the tools of the vineyard and the 

. weappafe of the armory. 

^-'^Tne Christian, therefore, who prays for a 
blessing upon his studies, and who earnestly 
desires to consecrate every talent, need not 
fear that he is wasting time when he is solv- 
ing the mathematical problem, — when he is 
tracing the physical laws of the storm, and 
the glacier, the flood, and the geyser, — ^when 
he is classifying the fronds of the fern, and 
grouping the stamens of the flower, — when 
he is learning the languages of the earth, 
and numbering the stars of the heavens. 
^Jthough he may not for a time beable to 
see the ways and means, yet if his prepara- 
tory work be done in faith, nothing doubt- 
ing, it will yet be turned to goodxaccount in 
the service of God. Only let him take heed 
that his work degenerate not into self-seek- 
ing and self applause ; let him watch for 
every opportunity of bringing therewith 
glory to God, and let him remember that 
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witliout prayer, such ^tiis^ have been, aad 
may be again, as idojs ii^ the way. " Apply 
^d rely " is the only e^afe motto. 

Literary work is not ftlw^ys preparatory 
only, it may even when of verj^ humble 
kind be important woyk for God, SiUhw^ 
nothing, however small, thaA you can^^tii^ 
with your pen apd youpr knowledge? Is 
there no little tract to h^ written ? Is there 
no homely volume which might reach some 
hearts and find entrance into some homes i 
Is there no translation which might give to 
^ go<^ thought wings lik^. a bird to fly from 
its own land and its awn ten^e ? Kemen^i- 
ber the brief yet comprehensive a^iVice. whicJ^ 
Sir William Jones received from his mother, 
" Tbt," Searcjb. and etee tq^ ypi^r^elves wfc$<r 
you can do. "She h^lii dop^ what i^jb 
could," is world-wide encpj^r^en^ent. AvoJ4 
the false humility of slothful, self-d/epreciar 
lion on the ojie hand ; ^nd the presumption 
of §elf-dependent knowledge on the other- 
Work for God ^nd not for yourself, and the 
preparatory work will soon be found to as* 
sumo its distinct place in the vineyard of 
God* J^ost of our readers are acquainted 
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with the Memoirs of Mary Jane Graham, a 
remarkable examj)l^f sanctified genius and 
attainments. 'pSe following " Prayer before 
study" wa§,' found among her papers after 
her dea^bf^and it seems so applicable to our 
suW^j that we are tempted to transcribe it 
ITo preparatory, study will answer its end 
without a similar dedication, and dependence 
upon Divine teaching. 

"I desire to thank thee, my God and 
Father in Christ Jesus, for this and every 
other opportunity of improvement which 
Thou hast given me ! Enable me to receive 
it with thanksgiving, and sanctify it to me 
by the word of God and prayer. Oh let me 
know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified ; and other things jtcst so far as 
may be for my good and thy glory, and no 
farther. I would mourn before Thee, the 
base ingratitude with which I have hitherto 
abused my time and talents by loving thy 
gifts more than Thee, and seeking myself, 
not Thee in them. Now I biing all my 
things to Thee; for they are not mine but 
thine own. Take that acau/raed thing sdf 
<yut of them aU^ and condescend to use them 
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for thy glory. . . • Holy Lord God ihj§ 
Spirit ! who dividest tu^p every man sever 
rally as thou wilt, bless sucKpf wy atudieSy 
a/nd in such a degree as may Ibe most to thy 
glory. If it be thy will, prepare lA^ by them 
for the work to 'which I desire thou "v^ldst 
c^ and separate me. I commit this worfer 
to which I would devote myself into thy 
hands. Prosper it or not as Thou seest 
good. . . . Even so, Holy Spirit, for 
the sake of thy great mercies in Christ 
Jesus, to whom, with Thee and the Father, 
be all the honor, all the praise, and all the 
glory, now and for ever. — ^Ambih." 
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IX. 
DESULTORY WORK. 

•• Here a little and there a little.»-Ia. xxvlll 10. 
*f Wbo bath despfsod the day of small things t"— Zboh. It* 10. 
** ▲ spark is a moleeole of matter, yd may it kindle the world: 
Tast is the mighty oceaa, but drops have made it vast 
Despise not tboa a small thing, either for evil or for good ; 
Commit thy trifles luto God, for to Him nothing is trivial ; 
And it is bat the littleness of men that seeth no greatness in trifles. 
All things are infinite in parts, and the moral is as the material, 
l^eitber is anything vast, but it is compaoted ot atoms. 

If pestilence stalk through the land, ye say, this is God'l 

doing 
Is it not also His doing, wl^en an aphis creepeth on a rosebud f 
... A thing is great or little only to a mortal's thinking, 
And happy and wise Is the man to whose thought existeth not a 

trifle. "^liABTiM Tirppxm 

DuBiNG the waiting season, while God 
withholds active work from the believer, He 
often gives little services to do for Him, 
which we venture to class under the head 
of Desultory Work, — ^work that may happen 
one day, and not another, " here a little, and 
8* 
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there a little ;" and which is often left un- 
done, just because it is 4esultoryj and appar- 
ently so small in its results. Many, how- 
ever, are now in heaven who would never 
have known the way there had It not been 
for the religious book Itot by a neighbor ; or 
the persuasive letter penned* in a distant 
land ; or the awakening sermon listened to 
at the entreaty of a Christian friend ; or the 
tract found in a railway station; or the 
short, sudden, but heaven-heard and heaven- 
answered prayer ; or the timely word spoken , 
by the way-side; or the hymn lovingly 
taught to the little child ; or the striking an- 
ecdote treasured up and repeated; or the 
pointed text of Scripture ihat went into the 
heart sharpened as a two-edged sword. 

The very crumbs of work that fall from 
the Master's hand, — the fragments that re- 
main from what He gives His strong ones, 
— ^the ^- corners of time '' snatched from the 
more secular work of every day, ought to 
be treasured by the Christian. Tliey whose 
time is much at the disposal of others, or 
who are much in the habit of travelling 
from place to place, and therefore peculiarly 

• 
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fitted for a " wayside witiiessing for Christ," 
(as it is called in an aitoiirable little manual 
for travellers,*) neeuto consider deeply the 
importance of seizing all opportmiities for 
desultory work. How well it would be if 
^ each ill going through the world were to 
^member what the old writer said of life ; 
that it consisted of two heaps, a large one 
of sorrow, and a small one of happiness, and 
whoever carried the very smallest atom from 
the one to the other, did God a service; 
much more those who are instrumental 
in any way, in leading or helping one pre- 
cious soul from the pit of eternal misery, to 
the home of eternal joy. Let us take heed, 
then, to be faithful in the smallest things, or 
how can we expect to rule over ten cities ? 
(Luke xix. 17.) Let us watch over the little 
cloud, from which though no larger than a 
man's hand, great showers of blessing may 
be poured down. Let us nurture the tiny 
seed, which may spring up into the branch- 
ing tree; for though our words and deeds 
may seem slight and powerless things, yet 

* A Word for the Way ; or, Hints to TrsyeUers and ToiudstiL 
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** No aot ftUs ilniitleeB : none can tell 

How vast its pqwer maj be, 
Nor what reanltB udfUded dwell 
Within it sUentty."^ v. 

Like the rain drop of a million years ago, 
whose fossil steps are traced in it© sand- 
stone, so will the smallest of our ael^ons^ 
leave traces behind for good or evil — ^if not 
visible in time — ^yet clearly visible in Eter- 
nity. 
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X. 

PEAISING WORK. 

** Thou Shalt r^oice in every good thing which the Lord thj Ocd 
liath given nnto thee. ' '— Dkut. xxvt 11. • 

For what shall I pndse thee, mj God and my King, 
For what blessings the trfbnte of gratitude bring? 
For the spirits which heightened my days of delight, 
And the slumbers that fell on my pillow by night? 
For this I should praise thee ; but if only for this, 
I should leave half untold the donation of blisa 
I thank tiiee fbr sickness, and sorrow, and care, 
For the thorns I have gatliered, the anguish I bear, 
For nights of anxiety, watohings and tears, 
A present of pain, a perspective of fears. 
I praise thee, I bless thee, my King and my God, 
For the good and tfhe evil thy hand hath bestowed.** 

"A oheerftil expecter of the best, hath a fountain of joy within him ; 
Ask for good and have it ; for thy Friend would see thee happy.'' 

MaBTIN TtTPPXB. 

Like the disagreeable Christian, the 
gloomy Christian is an anomaly in grace. 
What a sad spectacle 1 a Christian who 
makes the yonng feel old, the old feel older, 
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the sad feel sadder, — ^who confirms the 
worldly in their worldlinessi Christians, 
however, are never gloomy because they are 
too religious, as the world alleges, but be- 
cause they are not religious enough. That 
is a striking combination in 2 Tim. iii. 2) 
" unihimkfvl^ — mtJvoly /'* and it will ever be 
found that the more thankfulness, the more 
holiness, the more happiness. Kise up, 
then, oh, believer I from your despondency ; 
emerge from tlie dark shadow ; do no more 
dishonor to your joy-loving Lord. Tour 
heart ought to be as the glad welling fount 
in the midst of the fresh green grass. Let 
this rejoicing, fertilizing work be yours ; it 
is the portion of the vineyard most neglect- 
ed by the Lord's laborers, and yet it is of 
exceeding value, for " he that oflfereth praise 
glorifieth God." An eloquent modem writer 
has spoken to us of "the duty of delight,''* 

* "Tbey tell qb often to meditate in the doeet, bat tbey send Oft 
not, like Isaac, into the fields at even ; they dwell on the duty of 
self-denial, bat they exhibit not the daty of delight ... It is not 
possible for a Christian man to walk across so maoh as a rood of the 
natural earth, with mind nnagltated and rightly poised, without re- 
ceiving strength and hope ttom some stone, leaf^ flower, or sonnd, nor 
without a sense of a dew fkUing npon him out of the sky."— Modesh 

PAUITEBi. 
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and it is a duty peculiarly appropriate to the 
Christian, upon wbcm all rich gifts and 
sweet inflnence^^rt'e showered by a reconciled 
Father. Bg;»iitiful are the white and crim- 
Bon clopdd that " lie cradled near the setting 
^sflJM'" joyous the lark's melody, that riseth 
on the wings of the morning jfrom l;he earth 
to the heavens ; lovely the deep blue shad- 
ows cast by the golden sunlight ; fresh and 
fragrant the flower of the valley, the green 
leaf of the forest ; soothing^the ripple-music 
of the river, and the chiming of the sea 
upon the shore. Go forth, then, amongst all 
that is rich and beautiful in nature, and 
thank Him, the beloved Son, by whom 
every bright, and lovely, and melodious 
thing was created. Go forth, also, amongst 
the treasures of art, — the forms of sculptured 
beauty, — the harmonies of music, — the rich 
coloring of the life-like canvass, — ^the " mar- 
ble letters and granite pages " of old stately 
architecture, and lift up your heart in praise 
to Him who hath put wisdom into the hearts 
of the wise-hearted, like unto the wisdom of 
Bezaleel and Aholiab. — (Ex. xxxi. 1-11.) 
Qo- forth, also, amongst those whom "God 
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hath given to love you and to be beloved, 
and for every soul-thriHing glance, for every 
kindly sympathy and tender word, for all 
" sweet counsel," and precioua^ity, thank 
Him without whose love all earthlj;^ sympa- 
thy would have been but a name, all eai^thl^ 
tenderness would have been but as the fool- 
ishness of idolatry. Go back in memory to 
the days of " long ago," recall the wind tem- 
pered to the shorn lamb, — the strong wave 
of temptation breasted, — ^the hurtful thing, 
to which your soul clung, removed out of 
your path, — ^the right way chosen for you, 
instead of the wrong way which you had 
chosen for yourself,^ — ^the measure of affliction 
meted out which you required, — the friends 
selected whom your so\il needed, — the 
breathing times granted which your tried 
and struggling spirit yearn<^d for ; — oh, thank 
your God for it all. He it is who has been 
your guide through the waste howling wil- 
derness, and the brightener of all green 
places with His smile. Go deep within the 
chambers of your soul ; see there the bright 
hope smiling, and the light shining, and the 
new heart struggling, and the old sins stag- 
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gering and falling ; lis^ there to the voice 
which whimpers all Render things of the love 
" unspeakable^JM^ehold there the holy and 
adorned teiQple, rising stone by stone on the 
ruins opbke chambers of imagery ; meditate 
y upoB the bright, sinless, victorious future, 

; upon the palm and crown which you sKall 

cast at the feet of the Saviour, upon the 
. new song which you shall sing to the slain 
Lamb, who so loved your soul even unto the 
death ; and then thank Him, though breath- 
lessly and voicelessly, for the great things 
He has done for you, who have done such 

' small things for Him. 

There is a beautiful old legend or " para- 
ble," which Lord Lindsay quotes in " Chris- 
tian Art," under the head of Christian My- 
thology. " Beyonde the sea was a noble 
ladie, on whose house alleway the sone shone 
on the day, and on the nyghte the mone. 
Of this many men mervayled. Atte last 
the fame of this come to tho Byshop, a 
worthy man ; ande he wente for to see here, 
hepyng that she was of grete penaunce in 
clothinge, or in mete, or in othere thinges. 
And when he come, he saw here alleway 
9 
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mery ande gledv The Bisliope saide, 
* Dame, what ete ye r She answeride and 
gaide, that dyverse melj^ and delicate. 
Then he asked if she vsed th^ayre ? She 
sayde, * Kay.' After this the Byslu^e mer- 
vaylede, that Gode wolde shew so gretemer- 
vaylle for such a woman* And when he 
hade taken his leve of the ladie, ande was 
gone his way, he thought he wolde aske 
here more of anothere thinge, and Wente 
againe to here and said, ^ Love ye not meikle 
Jhesu Criste?' She said, * Yis I love hyme, 
for he is alle my love ; for when I tiiinke on 
his sweetnesse, I may not withhold myself, 
for gladnesse and myrthe that I ever fele in 
hyme.''' 

Some hearts are by nature full , of false 
sentiment and morbid feeling. They shrink 
from being happy, as if it were uninterest- 
ing and commonplace, and, strange as it 
may appear, they greatly prefer being mis- 
erable ; they delight in being the heroes, or 
more frequently the heroines of interest and 
sympathy from others, and of their own 
day-dreams of romance; and this strong 
tendency is often seen even after the heart 
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18 renewed. Others s^ afraid of being 
happy, lest, as they sdy^ they should suffer 
for it after, as if^filftd grudged His creatures 
happiness, aj^ took hard compensation for 
their enip^ments! Instead, therefore, of 
leayiifg to-morrow as well as to-day in the 
ieeping of their wise God, they darken the 
present with the shadows of the future, and 
die the many deaths of the coward. Others 
are afraid of being happy for a different 
reason. They look so much to themselves 
and their sins, and so little to Christ and 
His righteousness, that they dare not be 
happy and assured Christians, lest they may 
be, or may seem to be presumptuous. Such 
melancholy temperaments forget that the 
more they joy in God, the more cause for 
joy he will give them ; that the more they 
praise Him for strength, the more strength 
they will receive ; that the more they thank 
Him even for the wish to conquer tempta- 
tion, the more He will stand by them, and 
cause them to triumph for his name's sake. 
They forget that God's nature is a joyful 
one ; that the element in which He lives is 
one of joy; and that when He gave men a 

•■— . . ,__ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



100 "^ifcAwnsra wosx. 

new nature, it wasvjpart of His own joyful 
one. They forget tha^tlie showing forth of 
God's praise will be a \^^ and a witness 
for Him, in the midst of a joyl^ and thank- 
less generation. There was a woiM of sig- 
nificance in the answer of tixe half imtiecile 
Christian, who was asked by men of wisdom 
and experience, how it was that he rejoiced 
more than they ? " Just because I am no- 
thing, and you are something ; 

I'm a poor sinner, and netUng at all* 
And Jeans Christ is aU in all." 

If the trusting single-hearted Christian is 
not happy, who dares to be ? If the posses- 
sor of a rich demesne may not rejoice in his 
prospects, how can they rejoice, who hare 
no abiding treasures laid up in earth or 
hearen ? Of whom ought it to be said but 
of the Christian, that he is " a man of cheer- 
ful yesterdays, and confident to-morrows?" 

" Eesolve, Christian," says Gumall, " to 
, enclose some time from all worldly suitors, 
wherein thou mayest every day, if possible, 
at least take a view of the most remarkable 
occurrences that have passed between God 
and thee. First ask thy soul what takings it 
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hath had that day, wh^ mercies heaven 
hath sent in to thee ; aad do not when thou 
hafit asked the qu^pMbn, like Pilate, go out ; 
bnt stay till t)iy soul has made report of 
God's grafiiotts dealings with thee. Yea, 
whil§;.thou art viewing these fresh mercies, 
telling over this new coin, hot out of the 
mint of God's bounty, ancient mercies they 
will come crowding in upon thee, and call 
for a place in thy thoughts, and tell thee 
what God hath done for thee months and 
years ago. . . . There is a great treas- 
ure of mercy always in the Christian's 
hands, and conscience is oft calling the 
Christian to take the account, and see what 
God has done /or him ; but seldom it is he 
can find time to tell his mercies over \ and 
is it any wonder that such should go behind 
hand in their spiritual estate, who take no 
more notice what the gracious dealings of 
God are with them ? How can he be thank- 
ful that seldom thinks of what he receives?" 
" Bless the Lord then, oh my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits." Let not one be 
struck from thy memory — ^let not gratitude 
for the old mercies be absorbed in the en- 
9* 
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joyment of the new. Neither let the work 
be a selfish one.- Pw^jse God for His tender 
dealing with others ; &Bd if there be any 
whose tongues utter no worda of praise, but 
whose language is, " Who shall slaow us any 
good ?" teach them to distinguish an4 ap^ 
preeiate the good already given — the sweet 
drops mingled in their cup ; be to them a 
mouth of praise — shed upon them a gleam 
of your rejoicing — ^follow the example of 
Him who was light amidst darkness, and be 

** A nufthine in tlM tlndy piMa'' 
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SPECIAL WORK. 

"But this I say, Ke which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparing* 
ly ; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bounttfully. 
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give ; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound towards you ; that ye, 
always having all sufflclency in all things, may abound to every good 
work."— 2 Cor. ix. 6, 8. 

Sow iu the mom thy seed. 

At eve hold not thy hand j 
To doubt and fear give thou ao hoed, 

Broad east it o'er the land. 

Beside all waters sow. 

The highway furrows stock, '-T' '':'•*• . ''* 
Drop !t where thorns and thistles grow. 

Scatter it on the rock. 

Thou canst not toil in vain, 

Cold, heat, and moist, and dry. 
Shall foster and mature the grain 

For gwners in th« sky. 

And duly shall appear 

In beauty, verdure, strength. 
The tender blade, the stalk, the ear. 

And the full corn at length. 

JaHBS UONTOOIOIET. 
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Ottb purpose has indeed failed, if we have 
led one soul to remaio satisfied with small 
duties and easy work, instijpd of pressing on 
to higher degrees of service. We believe, 
however, that those who are most zealous in 
performing the humblest labors of the vii^e? 
yard, will ever be found most able and de- 
sirous, when the Master calls, of going forth 
early to sow the se^d, to plant the vine, to 
twine the young tendril, to watch the ten- 
der grape and the budding forth of the 
green pomegranates. It must ever be re- 
membered, that the most patient, cheerful, 
childlike submission to the trial of being 
debarred from the active work for which 
the soul longs, is quite compatible with a 
watching fo^ every opening, a seizing of 
every opportunity, a knocking at every 
door, along with earnest prayer, to be per- 
mitted to employ every faculty in the ser- 
vice of God. .When the Christian is brought 
to this willing, yet waiting spirit, he will 
not remain long on the threshold of the vine- 
yard ; for soon will the joyful summons be 
heard, " Enter in, the Master hath need of 
ihee." He hath need of thee perhaps in his 
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nurseries and his sheepfi^s. Sabbath after 
Sabbath there are lj|(ffe tender plants and 
^wandering bran^pies to be trained into trees 
of the Lord's ji'anting, that He may be glo- 
rified, qj;Jtttle wayward lambs to be guided 
^^Jhe Good Shepherd, and laid upon His 
steady shonlders. He hath need of thee, 
perhaps, in His mission-house, to encourage 
the bearers of ^ad tidings to fer off kindreds 
and tongues, to give to them of your sub- 
stance, to aid them by your activity. He 
hath need of thee, perhaps, in His prisons ; 
He wants to be visited by thee, to receive a 
cup of cold water from thee, — ^to have the 
captive led to Him who leadeth captivity 
captive, and breaketh asunder stronger 
chains than those of brass and iron. He 
hath need of thee, perhaps, in the lane and 
the ,alley, the cellar and the garret. He 
hath silver and gold to give out of thy 
iibundance to the hungry and thirsty and 
wretched. He hath kind words to speak 
by thee, and tender love to bestow on those 
who have known no kindness, who have 
imagined no love, and for whose souls no 
man hath cared. He hath need, perchance, 
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of thy pen andSdiy intellect; tihere m^ 
Bcomers to be rebu^^, and sophists to be 
confuted, in " thoughts ^at breathe and 
words that bum/' He delm^ds of thee, 
perhaps, the talent of thy rahlKi^nd in- 
fluence, to be a light shining and bttnuog- 
in the midst of thick darkness, to be a mis- 
sionary in high places, where the accredited 
message, where the tabard of the herald, 
would find no entrance. Go forth, then, 
rejoicing to thy work ; linger not a step, for 
the way is short ; lose not an hour, for the 
night Cometh when no man can work. 

It has been said by one who once appeared 
" almost a Christian,'' " Let him who gropes 
painfully in darkness or uncertain light, and 
prays vehemently that the dawn may ripen 
4nto day, lay this other precept well to 
heart, which to me was of invaluable ser- 
vice : Do the duty which Ues nea/rest theSy 
which thou knowest to be a duty, thy second 
duty will, already have become clearer."* 
And it is true, that while Christians work 
not to he saved, but because they a/re saved, 
yet there is much spiritual benefit to be 

* Oirlyle'B Sartor BMartna 
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obtained for our own setils by active work 
for God. He tiiat do^fli His will shall know 
of the doctrine — John vii. 17. Let the 
Christian wJk* is mourning over his ignor- 
ance, jy« doubts, his want of experience, 
-Iweome a diligent worker, and he will find 
that knowledge will flow in upon his soul 
like a river, and that he shall be satisfied 
with the riches of understanding that are in 
Christ Jesus, "He that watereth others, 
shall be watered also himself.'' Perhaps the 
believer is enveloped in thick, dark clouds, 
or pursued by fiery darts of temptation, till 
his soul is ready tp despair. Let him work, 
let him strain every nerve in the service of 
his Master, and he will forget not his sinful- 
ness, not his weakness, but he will forget 
his despair — ^he will have no timfe for his 
unbelief; there will be no room for Satan's 
temptations in his busy hands. While 
watering others, his own soul will become 
as a watered garden, filled with all manner 
of spices, and pleasant fruits, and lovely 
flowers. It is true that at first he will not 
bear the seed-basket so joyfully as those 
who are basking in the sunshine of God's 
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countenance. Thue will be weeping be- 
cause of weariness, peeping because of 
weakness, weeping because pf un worthiness ; 
so much the better. The preoipus seed will 
rise up all the goodli^ and the -^eener, 
because of the spring showers before ibe-' 
summer sunshine. — ^Ps. cxxvi. 5, 6. 

In this work the instruments placed in 
our hands by the Father and the Master, 
are of no uncertain edge ; and sharpened by 
the Holy Spirit, there is no fear of. their 
operation being inefficient, for God himself 
works not only in us, and by us, but more 
gr%3ious still, He works ^D^th us,* — while 
the holy angels are our helpers and fellow- 
servants-t Confidently, then, let us tako 
courage and be strong in the Lord. Joyful- 
ly let us plant in all soils and sow beside 
all waters. Let us scatter truths, which, 
like the seeds of the bread-fruit tree, may 
take root and flourish, after being long tossed 
on the stormy waters. 

Before concluding this chapter, we must 
allude to a subject prominently brought for- 
ward in the fascinating periodical literature 

• MirkxTiaft, tBeT.xjil.9. 
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of the day. We mean the injudicious, ill- 
-timed, and ostentations performance of the 
duties belonging to " special work," by the 
class often satirically characterized as " good 
ladies." The sketches of character to which 
we refer* — though broadly caricatured — 
contain much painful and useful truth. 
Extensively read, however, by those only 
whose prejudices need no such stimulant — 
whose perceptions 'of the existing evil are 
more vivid than of the attempted good, — 
and unread by those to whom they might 
q>eak a word of warning, they are more 
likely to prov6 injurious than beneficial. 
That the evil rebuked and satirized is a real 
and extensive one, is, nevertheless, abun- 
dantly evident. Twofold in its aspect, it is 
:not only hurtful to those immediately affect- 
ed by it, but the eddying circles reach many 
who are thus led to look sceptically upon 
the real good, and to conclude that active 
outward work is incompatible. with the do- 
mestic calling. It is certain that this special 
activity ceases to be the appointed work for 
any, where it necessarily interferes with 

* Bleak HoQM^ by Charles Diokena, Esq. 
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home duties. The exciting and conspicuotw 
doings of the committee-room— the mission- 
ary coUectorship — the secretary's desk — ^the 
abolitionist's appeal — ^the piiion visitation, 
cannot be considered the vocation of those 
who have husbands requiring in vain 4heir 
sympathy and companionship at home — 
who have neglected children to be taught 
and attracted to religion — ^whose servants 
are sick or idle, or unruly — whose next-door 
dwellers stand in need of unostentiatious but 
efficient aid. The falseness of this position 
for a Christian worker, is frequently aggrar 
vated by an almost unconscious mixture of 
selfishness and parade— the silver is tar- 
nished with dross — ^the wine mixed with 
water. Not only is the domestic routine 
neglected, but the important principle con- 
tained in the* command^ — " Let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth," is 
forgotten and disobeyed. Religious news- 
mongers and philanthropic gossips, are 
made acquainted with the doings both of 
the right hand and the left ; while the one- 
ness of aim, the holiness, dignity, and sym- 
metry of God's service, are marred by in- 
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judicious and partial performance, and 
debased by self-exaltation. 

While deploring the evil, however, let us 
not mistake the true remedy. While doing 
the one set of duties, let not the other be 
left undone. There is no reason why wives 
and mothers should be debarred from " the 
special work" for which they may have a 
peculiar talent. Only, let their primary 
duties be performed in their due order ; let 
tiiem seek a double portion of grace, that 
they may be gifted with single hearts, stead- 
fast hands, and wise heads. Let them make 
it more clearly evident that they are united ■ 
to that " Green Fir Tree," — that Living 
Vine— whose branches shall never drop 
their blossoms, nor shed their fruit at un- 
timely seasons. Let the ac*^^ivity that is J^or 
Christ be from Christ, and it will never be 
undue and misplaced ; let them deny them- 
Belves in rnahing time — snatching it from 
their indolence and their amusements ; let 
them deny themselves, by retiring as much 
as is possible from the applause and the ex- 
citement frequently attendant upon their 
good works; but, above all, let them deny 
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themselves in tlf^ very works, so as cheer- 
fully to give up thi^ missionary meeting — 
the school superintendi^jce — the prison or 
district rounds, when there 4ft a prior claim 
to humbler work at home. "L^t not the 
stigma be cast upon the religious profession, 
of working everywhere save in its own 
sphere, but let it be shown to the world, 
that both may be accomplished by those 
who, weak and foolish and sinful in them- 
selves, receive strength and wisdom and 
righteousness from Him in whom dwelleth 
all fulness ; that, like the work of the Apos- 
tles, which began but tarried not at Jeru- 
salem, the work begun at home may spread 
itself well and wisely in ever-widening 
circles. 
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PEAYING WORK. 

''Thus aaith the Lord, tbe Holy Ooe of lanel, and hU Maker, Ailt 
me of things to come conoerDingmy wna, and concerning the work of 
my hands command ye me." — Isaiah xIy. 11. 

** If ye abide ia me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what y« 
wUl, and it shall be done mito yoo."*— Johk xv. 7. 

**Lord, what a change within ns one short hoar 
Spent in Thy preaence will prevail to maXe ; - 
WhatheaTy burdens from onr bosoms take ; 
What parched grounds refresh us with a shower 
We kneel, and all round us seems to lower ; 
We rise, and all— the distant and the near- 
Stands forth, in sunny outUne, brave and clear. 
We kneel ; how weak 1 We rise ; hew ftill of powerl 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong: 
Or others, that we are not always strong ; 
That we are ever overborne with care, 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And Joy, and strength, and eourage are with Thee?" 

Tbknce. 

pRATBB is the life of all work. Without 
prayer, work would be as useless as the suit 
10* 
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of armor without the living man within it, 
— or as the richly-caisyed casket from whence 
the gems had been stolen, — or as the scab- 
bard apart from the sharpened steel. With- 
out prayer, " e very-day work" would be but 
a dull round of uncongenial tasks. With- 
out prayer, " social work " would degenerate 
into worldiness on the one hand, or weari- 
ness of the flesh and spirit upon the other. 
Without prayer, "home woit" would be 
but another form of self-intrenchment. 
Without prayer, " warfare " weapons would 
dim with rust, and there would be a turning 
back in the day of battle. — Ps. IxxviiL 9. 
Without prayer, " waiting work " would be* 
come sloth and self-indulgence; "prepara- 
tory work" would turn into intellectual 
idolatry, and "desultory work" would be 
aimless and spasmodic. Without prayer, 
there could be no ^''praising work," or it 
would be but the effusion of the natural 
heart, praising nature but not God, admiring 
beauty but not its Creator. Without prayer, 
"special work" would be nought but the 
"splendid sins" of the self-righteous, and 
the self-justifying. Without prayer, the 
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missionary in his hut beneath the banyans 
would be weak as other men. Without 
prayer, the Jew of Tarsus would have been 
but a blind leader of the blind Gentiles. 
Without prayer, the strengthening angel 
wopld not have appeared to the Agonized 
, of Gethsemane. 

Nor is prayer the medium only through' 
which we receive spiritual blessings and 
consolations, — an opening of the heavens, 
through which, like the Captives of Chebar, 
we may see visions of God ; — ^nor is it only 
the salt which preserves from corruption, — 
the throb of life in the living work ; it is in 
itself work — ^the noblest, the highest, the 
most successful ; for it moves God himself 
to work ; it commands His hand ! This 
wonderful work is not limited in its sphere ; 
it is suited to all situations and all capaci- 
ties. Many there are who cannot work 
what man calls work, but none there are 
who cannot pray. The lonely dweller 
among the mountains, with no neighbors 
save the eagles of the corrie, with no listen- 
ers save the winds of the heavens, can pray ; 
and the dry bones of the flir-off world may 
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become a living army througli his lonely 
prayers. The pale silent sufferer on the 
conch of pain can pray ; and by her voice- 
less petitions may be hastened the ontponr- 
ing of the Spirit, the coming of the King- 
dom. Far away may we be from'Aosa 
whom we love better than life; powerless 
may we be to guide them, to watch over 
them, to comfort them ; but we can rouse up 
for them an untiring Watcher, an unchang* 
ing Lover, an unfailing Comforter — 'we can 
pray. Agonizing may be our fears for pre- 
cious souls hurrying on the broad road to 
destruction — our words fall unheeded^ onr 
anxieties are laughed to scorn, our presence 
is avoided. Can we do nothing? We can 
pray! We can call down upon them the 
mighty Spirit, the resistless Pleader; we 
can bring the Saviour to them, though they ' 
will not go to the Saviour. An old author 
writing upon intercessory prayer, tells th^ 
following story : — " It was a law amongst . 
the Eomans, when in the field, that any 
person found near the emperor's tent at 
night should suffer death. One night a 
soldier was found holding in his hand a pe- 

Digitized by VjOOv IC 



I^UTINa WOBK. 117 

^on. The sentence was about to be exe- 
ejited, when the emperor called oiit—r^ K the 
petition is for himself, let him die ; if for 
another, spar^. his life/ It was found to be 
for two Qf his fellow -soldiers who had incur- 
{^d the displeasure of their monarch, and 
the lives of all three were saved. Was this 
oflS^ce of charity so pleasing to an earthly 
prince, as to induce him to dispense with a 
law for its sake ? Oh, how acceptable, then, 
to our merciful God to intercede for our fel* 
low-sinners !^' 

It might seem at first sight as if tihis work 
w^re an. easy one, and that the slothful heart 
might take refuge in it when averse to any 
otiher; but it is not so, either as work for 
ourselves or others. It is easy, indeed, to 
offer the prayers of the hypocrite and the 
formalist, morning and evening, at noon, 
and at midnight, sending words up to 
heaven, while the thoughts remain on the 
earth.* It is easy to stand in the weekly 
prayer meeting, or kneel in the daily ser- 
vice, and to wander the while contentedly 

* ** My words fly up, my thoughts remain bekmv 
Words without thoughts can ne'er to heayen go.'' 
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upon the mountains of vanity. It is easy to 
ask a hasty blessing for a friend, or for a 
work, and then forget to expect the answer 
— to press the petition. But it is very hard 
to pray so that Satan shall tremble.* It is 
hard to pray so that God by His 'pledged- 
word must answer us. It is hard to pray 
while seemingly the heavens are of brass, 
and there is neither sign nor voice, and yet 
to take no denial. It is hard to pray and to 
be resigned to the answer, even to the break- 
ing of idols, the crucifying of affections. It 
is hard to pray for " everything,^' — to be 
"careful for nothing," and to realize tiiat in 
no other way- can we obtain daily strength, 
wisdom and success. It is hard to pray in 
all sincerity, as true men speaking to Him 
who is the truth. The sin of Ananias and 
Sapphira is oft repeated in prayer, — we keep 
something back, — we spare some darling 
treasure, — we m^e the reservation, " Lord, 
not yet." There was once a little child who 
understood somewhat of the nature of sin- 
cere prayer ; he refused to pray one evening ; 

* ** For Satan trembloe when he sees / 
The weakeet sfdnt npon bis kooos.' ' 
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his mother reproved him, but to no purpose 
— ^he would not pray ; lie was asked his rea- 
son, and weeping bitterly, he said, "My 
sparrow dee'd last night, and I couldna say 
* Thy will be done.' " Yes I it is hard to 
pray, but we make it harder. We come, as 
subjects to a king, but we come not as chil- 
dren to a Father, — we come as slaves to an 
overseer, but we come not as brethren to an 
Elder Brother. We are afraid of irreverence 
in prayer ; or we think there is little need 
of telling God what lie knows already ; or 
we dread being selfish in our petitions, and 
so we do not come to particulars in prayer. 
We confess our sin in a general way, but we 
do not detail its sufferings, its iemptatioiis, 
and its aggravations. We pray for ouf 
friends, and we implore the Divine guidance 
upon our way, but we do not specify times 
and seasons, circumstances, sorrows, idols, 
fears, names, cares, and reasons ; and thus 
we have so few answers to prayer — so many 
heavy and unrelieved burdens, often made 
up of trifles, like rocks of microscopic shells. 
Tes ! it is hard to pray; but, blessed be 
God, we are not left to pray alone. There is 
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One who will put within us the courage of 
eons, — ^the confidence of daughters; One 
who is the Teacher of prayer, loving to 
teach, and loving the taught, and who is the 
helper of our infirmities; One who ever 
liveth to present our petitions, that they uiay 
be answered for His own eake. Oh, then, 
Christian, pray and work, work and pray I 
Prayer is the beginning of work, prayer is 
the end of work, prayer is work itself. 

^ Were not raj watchlngs another's care» 
Long sii^ce I had wearied and ceased from pray«r ; 
Watchman <^ Israel, watch OTer me, 
Pity if wearied and flOntlbe, 
Wake me with new and roTiring power, 
Say to me, Canst then not watch one honrf^^ 
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HOMELY HINTS ABOUT WOEK. 

•* Let aU thingB be done ia Qrd«r.''~l Ck>B. sir. 40. 

** Do wfaat thou doefc, as if the earth were beav^ 
And that thy last day were the Jndgment day ; 
When all's done, nothing's dcmei" 

Etnoblst. 

* A wise man scometh nothing^ be it never so small or homely, 
For he knoweth not the secret laws that may bind it to great efltetflL*' 

HAxmr Tvmai 

The law of order requires to be duly 
combined with the law of work, else we 
shall walk athap-hazard^ hindering our own 
xisefulness, and. irritating the feelings of 
others. There may be much diligence, and 
faith, and zeal, without order, but there can 
be only partial success ; nor without it can 
there be a thorough spirit of obedience, for 
it is one of the commands of God, " Let all 
things be done in order." It appears to be 
be a thing of easy attainment, belonging to 
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the essentially commonplace and nninterest- 
ing elements of work ; hence it is so fre- 
quently neglected, and any admonitions on 
the subject generally received with weari- 
ness, if not contempt Those, however, who 
have known the sadness of failure in their 
work, without any apparent cause,— unless 
it be the want of due regularity and design, 
- — ^will not disdain to listen to a few brief 
and homely words, and to such we say — 

Be methodical ! — ^The vfery idea of " living 
by rule " is frightful to many, especially to 
those who pique themselves on possessing 
something of " genius," which they consider 
incompatible with method. Now, if genius 
has accomplished much in the world with- 
out method, doubtless it would have accom- 
plished much more with it; wliile those 
who have neither genius nor method, will 
jBlnd themselves but in a melancholy plight. 
"When we rise in the morning to the light 
and the work of a new day, — unless we 
have some rules of action, — unless we know 
what we have to do, and when it is to be 
done, — unless we have the hours parcelled 
out in some measure so that we need not 
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waste large intervals in arranging and dis- 
cussing, we run great risk of having ouj 
duties ill balanced, — giving undue space to 
the work that we like, and crushing into a 
comer lie work that we do not like. While 
Ve allot, as far as possible, the different du- 
ties for the different hours, it is well to 
leave some but partially filled, to meet the 
emergencies of unexpected claims, — ^reserv- 
ing some lighter employments for these 
" comers of time." The lesson that we may 
learn iVom the following resolution of Mrs. 
Fletcher of Madely, as recorded in her 
diary, will be found useful by those who for 
the first time are Attempting to cultivate 
method. — " I will endeavor to lay out my 
time by rule, that I may know each hour 
what ought to be done ; nevertheless I will 
cheerfully submit to have these rules broken 
or overturned, whenever the providence of 
God thinks fit so to do.'' 

Be ^pmbotmil! — ^Punctuality is essential 
to method, but we make a distinction be- 
tween th^ two, because with some degree of 
growing method, as regards our own duties, 
we may yet be heedless regarding the work 
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and the method of others. Time as a gift, 
and if we chose to undervalue and mislay 
our own portion, we certpinly have no right 
to appropriate what belongs to those aroimd 
us. Yet when we forget to keep an appoint- 
ment, — when we arrive an hour too late for 
the work to be done in concert with others, 
— :we have not only defrauded God of His 
service, but we have robbed our neighbcxra 
of hours that might have been usefully 
occupied. In some cases this is tantamount 
to the crime of stealing silver and gold, — ^for 
to many time is money. Charlotte Eliza- 
beth said that by want of punctuality in her 
friends interrupting her literary work, she 
had lost hundreds of pounds ; still more is 
this true in the case of artisans and trades- 
people, to whom want of punctuality is pos* 
itive injustice; and yet how little is this 
social sin watched and striven and prayed 
against I 

Be tTwrougU ! — ^Do not aim at more than 
you have strength or opportunity for ; but 
what you attempt, do well ; it is better to 
do one duty thoroughly, than half a dozen 
Buperficiallv ; and as it is not the object of 
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God that yau should perform, a certain num- 
ber of services, but that you should so enter 
into the spirit of them as to glorify Him, 
and obtain from each its full amount of 
benefit {qi others, you will frustrate God's 
plau^ by their perfunctory performance. 
There is nothing too small to be done 
liioroughly, — ^no work so insignificant that 
we can say, " It is of no consequence how I 
do it." This thorough spirit will prevent 
procrastination, — there will be no putting 
off till tomorrow the duty to be done, or 
the difficulty to bo grappled with, which 
each day will grow more distasteful and 
more burdensome ; it will also prevent the 
opposite tendency to undue haste, and the 
anticipation of future duty, when we ought 
to be absorbed in the present. Let there 
be also a combination of earnestness and 
reality so needful in all work, without which 
we shall walk through the vineyard as " in 
a vain show," — ^without which our hearts 
will be far away in dreams, while our hands 
are mechanically employed, 

£e wise! — ^Too often the usefulness of 
Christians is marred by a native want of 
11* 
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■wisdom. With tlie best intentions, ttey 
Bay and do just what is calculated to injure, 
instead of to profit, and they lay hold of the 
Apostolic injunction — "Be instant!'' as an 
excuse for being very mttch oftener "out of 
season than in season." Sometime* the 
defect proceeds irom an overweening con- 
^dence in their own wisdom, which makes 
them trust to this broken reed to extricate 
them from perplexities, to uphold in diflScult 
paths, and to solve harassing doubts and 
fears ; therefore^ God leaves them to these 
their counsellors, that after doing, saying, 
and thinking the most unwise things possi- 
ble, they may become " fools'' in their own 
estimation. The cure for both these cases 
is so simple and direct, that it need only be 
stated in these few words of Scripture — " H 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God 
that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him." 
All that is essential for the obtaining of 
this true wisdom, is to be ever bearing in 
mind our daily, hourly need of it, and ever 
pleading^ the full promise of its immediate 
supply ; so that in all sincerity, though not 
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with fleshly wisdom, we may walk without 
erring in the highway of holiness. — Qs. 
XXXV. 8.) 

Be watchful! — Never is the enemy's hand 
so full of tare-seeds as when he sees the 
husbandman diligent in the field. Never 
does the roaring lion go hither and thither 
more vigilantly seeking for his prey than 
when the Christian's haads and heart are 
eagerly and successfully employed. Never 
does the beacon require to be fed by night, 
and the w^atch-tower to be mounted by day 
more unweariedly,. than when the Lord's 
soldier is at the same time the Lord's work- 
man. Be watchful, then, over your own 
Boul, lest in the unguarded zeal of your 
occupations the fiery darts of Satan may 
find entrance — ^lest, as you " are busy here 
and there," He who must be the strength of 
your hand and the light of your heart de- 
parts from you, (1 Kings xx. 40,) grieved at 
the un watchfulness of His servant. 

Be consistent'! — ^The Christian is not as 
the unrecognized architect of the coral atoll 
and lagoon, — or. as the builder of rflany of 
eaith's proudest fanes ^, he is identified with 
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his work, whatever it may be, and it will 
gnffer loss, or increase in value according as 
he walks steadfastly in the ways of the Lord, 
or is driven hither and thither, as if by a 
strong wind ; one day at work in the vine- 
yard, the next immersed in folly and vanity; 
one day speaking words of precept, the next 
day unspeaking them by contrary words of 
example. God's servant must bear the 
badge of his service at all times and in all 
places ; that he may be consistent abroad, 
he is to be consistent at home; that his 
clothing without may be of wrought gold, 
like the king's daughter, he strives to be all 
glorious within. This consistency implies 
courage, and this* courage implies decision. 
It is only the heart that is brave in the 
strength of the Lord that dares to walk 
boldly yet humbly, consistently yet tender- 
ly. It is only the heart that is like a sol- 
dier's heart, that heeds not the smoke and 
the noise of ridicule and reproach. It is 
only the heart braced with decision that 
shrinks not from confessing its master, and 
that wKen calmly assured of the path of 
duty, is not careful to answer the arguments 
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of the opposer. Upon theytlombstone of the 
Scotch Eefonner were j«vritten the words, 
" Here lies he who never feared the face of 
man ;" and had tjus eulogy been unmerited, 
limited and^f tinsuccessful would have been 
his work. "When Martin Luther was im- 
plored by his friends to answer to his cita- 
tion before the Diet of Worms, he exclaim- 
ed — *'I am called in Ae name of God to 
go, and I would go though I were certain ta 
meet as many devils in Worms as there are 
tiles on the houses." When Paul listened 
to the prophecies of Agabus on the one 
hand, and the weeping of his beloved friends 
on the other, it was Christian decision that 
prompted the glorious reply — " What mean 
je to weep, and to break my heart? for I 
am ready not only to be bound, but also to 
die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus." The heart that is thus enabled by 
grace tb be bravely and decidedly consist- 
ent at all times and seasons, and under all 
circumstances, will find that whereas in the 
old days of its cowardice and hesitation it 
was a dwarfish and puny thing, it wiil now 
"grow in stature and in strength, like the 
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coral polypi which increase in vigor when 
exposed to the sweK of the breakers. 

Be straight-forward! When we do even 
a little evil, that much good may follow, we 
are turning aside from the straight road, and 
we countenance a principle which, perhaps,, 
more than any other, has reared its Babel- 
like front against the simplicity of the truth 
that is in Jesus. Of all mottoes involving 
important practical and doctrinal results we 
would have this inscribed over the gates of 
the Christian Vineyard, "Kever do evil that 
good may come 1" whether it be under the 
name of expediency or i)olioy, or prudence, 
or Christian wisdom. Though the amount 
of evil be as small as a tiny acorn, it en- 
closes the germ of a gigantic principle. 
The straight road is the Christian's road, 
wherein none can lose their way, — the wind- 
ing path is but a branch of the Broad Road 
and beaten track. Like the " living crea- 
tures " by the Chaldean river, our feet must 
be " straight feet ;" like them let us endeavor 
to go " straight forward," turning not aside 
as we go, but following the Spirit that goes 
before us. In all work this will be found a 
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safe and simple rule. Hie duties that must 
be done clandestinely, /ease to be duties. 
The work that is donirttnder anoither badge 
&an the Master^^ill never prosper. The 
truths thi^^ust be rendered palatable by 
worjdly policy will lose their truthfulness, 
and fail of their effect. 

JSe patient/ — God looks not upon the 
success, but upon the unwearied arm, the 
patient heart. The very toiling and rowing 
in contrary winds, though the rowers appar- 
ently do not near the land, is pleasing to 
Him. The casting the nets into the sea 
during the long weary night, though finding 
nothing, is service to the gracious Master. 
Be patient, therefore, like the husbandman 
who waits long for the precious seed; it 
may be that you are taken away before the 
early and latter rain, so that' you never see 
the young stem, the green sheaths, the yel- 
low grain ; but in planting the crop, you 
have worked your appointed work. The 
great object in Christ's vineyard, is not to 
see by sight, but to sow and water by faith. 
If you measure your work by the work of 
othei*8, you will grow impatient, they seem 
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to do 00 much more, and to succeed bo muck 
better; but Gk>d h%» giTen you one kind 
of work, and one kiiitipf disdidine in that 
work, — ^to them He has ^i^en another, and 
it belongs not to you to judge t^lijfh is the 
more useful, which tiie more successlul. 
If you are too anxious timt the fruit of your 
work should look well to the world's eye, 
you will grow impatient fig>eedily; but re- 
member, that the outside may be fkir, and 
Ihe inside bitter dust, like the apples of the 
doomed city. Be patient, then, for the 
ripening of tiie good fruit of the good tree; 
— there will be a time when it will appear 
green and hard to those who look on it in 
ignorance; but keep it ever nearer to the 
Sun of righteousness, and soon its beauty 
will be rich and ripe. 

JSe spi/rituaUy minded I — ^Never let work 
of any kind interfere with the times find 
seasons of, devotion, or with the habit of 
erpiritual communion with Him, who is the 
Father and the Friend, as well as " the great 
Work-Master.'* K we neglect to sit at the 
feet of -Jesus, we shall grow careful and 
troubled about many things, — about the 
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table, — &e fimn,— the iM^chimdise, — abotit 
the work that is highealfas well as the work 
tiiat is lowest ; we ^11 be selling doves in 
the temple, whj^l^, however pure and inno- 
cent, BjBsti)e cast out. If we are to go 
;,, foEtWn the Spirit into the outer walks of 
life, His influence pervading the workB of 
our hands, He must dwell within the temple 
of our hearts by fidth, — ^He must give us 
dear and spiritual views of the things that 
are etemal/that we may place in their right 
position the things that are temporal. ' 

In concluding these homely hints, we 
must note some pitfells in the Lord's vine- 
yard, because of which the deceitfdl hearte 
of the vine-dressers may halt and stumble. 
Tou may make an idol of your Work, dear 
friend. If you are over-anxious for success, 
-—elated by it when it comes, — desponding 
when it is withheld ; if you refuse to believe 
that others will rise up in your room, as well 
<» better fitted to carry on the work ; if your 
soul cleaves to it till you are unwilling to 
hear the summons to your home, to your 
rest ; — then there is reason to fear that you 
are worshipping the work of your own 
12 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



134 HOMELY HINTS ABOUT WOBE. 

V 

liands, " bowingWJown to your own net, and 
sacrificing to youihown drag."* 

On the other sidej^^ou may be weary, — 
weary of the labor, — w^^y of the struggle,^ 
— ^weary of the long slumberirig qf^ the seed 
within the earth; and, like the ^ffOfthet 
under the juniper tree, (1 Kings xix. 4-8,) 
you may be ready to say, "It is enough; 
now, O Lord, t^e away my life ;'' but he 
replies, "Not so; arise, and eat; the jour- 
ney is long, and the burden is heavy, and 
the labor is great; but strengthen and re- 
fresh thyself in the Lord, and be not weary 
of well-doing." " Are you not wearying for 
our heavenly rest ?" said Whitefield one day 
to an old clergyiiian. "No; certainly not,'' 
he replied. " Why not ?'' was the surprised 
rejoinder. " Why, my good friend," said the 
old minister, " if you were to send your ser- 
vant into the fields to do a certain portion 
of work for you, and promised to give him 
rest and refreshment in the evening, what 
would you say if you found him languid and 

• " To our own nets, ne'er bow we down, 
Lwt on the eternal sbora, 
The angelt, whUe onr draoghts they own, 
B^ect OS eyermora."— EsBXA Hab.iK 
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discontented in the middle of the day, and 
murmuring, * Would Glj^d it were evening 1' 
would you not bid hyfti be up and doing, and 
finish his work, aad then go home and get 
the promised rest? Just so does Gtod say to 
you and me." 
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, XIV. 

REWARD OF WORK. 

* Be je strong, therefore, and let not your hands be weak ; for your 
work shall be rewarded."— S GmtoN. xr. T. 

** Thy works and alma, and all thy good endeavoi^ 
Staid not behind, nor in the grave wtfe trod ; 
But as Faith pointed with her golden rod. 

Followed thee vp to J07 and bliss for oyer. 
Love led th^n on, and Fidth, who knew them beet, 
Thy handmaida, dad them o'er with purple beams, 
And azare wings ttiat np they flew so drest. 

And spake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
Before the Judge ; who thenceforth bid thee rest, 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal streams." 

MiLTov's SomrniL 

Conscious as we are of having owed a vast 
debt which we cannot pay; conscious of 
having been forgiven that debt fully and 
freely, the idea of reward for the sin-stained 
services of the poor debtor, is at first in- 
tensely painful, and seems to introduce a 
lower motive and an imworthy element into 
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our work. Yet we have no right to turn 
away 6rom a truth so olearly revealed in 
Scripture. like all jiarts of Jehovah's Gos- 
pel plan, it is conjposed of interwoven wis- 
dom and Iqpt; for the doctrine of reward 
<rf waBfc*,'*fi^hen fully understood, only lays 
"the forgiven and the rewarded soul more 
humbled and more adoring at the feet of his 
Master. The acceptance of our poor broken 
services so stained by wrong motives, by 
ignorance and by faithlessness, seems won- 
derful condescension ; but to reward them is 
like returning good for evil, thus heaping 
coals of fire on our heads. "Fourscore 
years,'' said Polycarp, " have I served God, 
and found Him a good master;" and this 
will be the experience of all the Lord's peo- 
ple, who, while often neglecting what Uiey 
can do, are, even when they have dcme all, 
unprofitable servants. God often rewards in 
this life, by large measures of success — the 
reaping time will surely come, though it 
may seem to tarry, and the precious seed 
sown in tears, will in all certainty be 
changed into golden sheaves. Frequently 
He rewards by a fulness of blessing, return* 
12* 
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ed upon the worker's own ftoal. Ihe heurt 
that is drawn out\to the hungry and the 
afflicted, will be guided and satisfied by llie 
Lord himself. Be that ^Itivates all spcial 
and relative love for the sake^^Jesus, will 
be more and more transfonnecK into His 
divine and loving itnage. He that has led 
B soul to the Truth will know it more cour 
vincingly in his own soul. Those who have 
given their youth to the service of <}od, will 
be like the green cedacra, for long life and 
strength, and like the palm tree, that yields 
clusters of fruit in its old age. But it is not 
only such rewards that the believer is prom*- 
ised in the Word of God. For all, houses, 
lands, children, parents, wives, brethren^ 
forsaken for His name's sake, there shall be 
an hundredfold in the everlasting kingdc»n^ 
For all grief and wairfare, there diall be a 
double of rest and blessedness. For A% 
many souls won to righteousness, there wiU 
be crowns of rejoicing, and a radiance like 
the stars of the firmament For the food to 
the hungry, — for the drink to tiie thirsty,-— 
for the clothes to the naked,— for the oonso* 
lation to the captive, — for the cup of cold 
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water to the disciple as given to the Bang 
himself, there will be an additional joy on 
the right hand throj^s. Even as one star 
differeth from another star in glory, so will 
those wUoee works are as gold and silver, 
^o» tile true foundation, differ in bright- 
ness and enlargement from those whose 
" wood, hay, and 'stubble," must be burnt, 
though they themselves " are saved as by 
fire." Oh ! how the thought of this stupen- 
dous love will prostrate each redeemed one 
before the rainbow throne ! How gratefully 
the crowns will be cast at the Saviour's feet I 
How rejoicingly the voices will mingle in 
the new and adoring song t 
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FUTUBB WORK. 

** His lord wid uto bim, WaQ dosM^ good Mid MnilU aerywt ; IhM 
hast been mitbftil over « few UiiogB, I will miike thee mkr oTernuuif 
things J enter thou into the Joy of thy lord."— Mast. xxt. S8l 

** And his servants shall serre him and see his Ihce."— Bsr. szlL 8, 4 
**Thy Master calls thee, good and fhithfal servant ; 
Long hast thou served on earth with ^tlrit ftnrtnt 
Qo heooe to yonder temple ilUed with glory. 
There shalt then praise thy Iiord In song and stoiy ; 
There shalt thoa see his fiwe instinot with beauty, 
There shalt then serve with all deUgbtsome do^." 

It has been beautifully but untruly said, 
that 

** AH we know of saints above 
Is that they sing and that they love.'' 

We know more than this. Though the river 
is wide, we can see in clear weather some- 
thing of the scenery on the other side ; 
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Aouglt ike veil is thick; we can catch 
j^impate of what is passing bdiind it; 
t&on^ thevoicas and#the music are too dis* 
taait to be distinctiiy heard by mortal ears, 
jet some wor^s, some harmonies, come 
fainty^ us when the Bible op^s the door 
of* those glorious but invisible dwellings. 
We know that tlie servants of the Master 
are to serve him and see his &ce, — ^we know 
that it is to be an active service, for they are 
to serve him resting not, day and night, in 
his teaxj^ei — ^we know that tihey are to judge 
and to rule, and to have power over the na- 
tions. We know not, indeed, what manner 
of service that of the servitors in the upper 
temple is to be ; whether, like the angels, 
they are to be ministers to the heirs of sal* 
vation in other, worlds, — ^whether they are 
. to be watchers and wamers of the tempted, 
the sinning, and the penitent^— whether 
they are to fly swiftly, bearing the Lord's 
messages, and rejoicing with those who do 
rejoice'. Into the realms of conjecture we 
dare not venture ; but this we may know, as 
sui^ly as if we had been caught up into th^ 
heavens to see with our own bodily eyes, 
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that amoBg the prepared things of the pre* 
pared home, for the prepared people, there 
will be blessed and ««ongenial service ap- 
pointed for each, for whiil^ all that hasgone 
before of waiting, and longing, and, starug- 
gling, and working, has been but th«gprep- 
aration, — a service combining indeed, €te 
joyfalness of praise, and the sweetness <^ 
rest, but in its very natnre possessing the 
active, useful, and progressive elements of 
WORE. ^^Snr^y the idea is inadmissible 
that an instrument wrou^^t up at so much 
expense to a polished fitness for service, is 
destined to be suspenijed for ever qn the 
palace walls of heaven, as a glittering bau- 
ble no more to make proof of its temper.'^ 
Trained in a school, purified in a fiimace, 
loved with a love which the seraphim and 
cherubim have never known and never 
needed ; instinct with yearnings and striv- 
ings after the high, the beautiful, and the 
immortal, we cannot doubt that the service 
of the Lord's redeemed, accompanied as it 
is to be with the sight of that blessed coun- 
tenance, the veiling of which is thle be- 

* base Trior's «* If atnnl HUtory of SntfapslMm.'' 

/ 
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liever^s greirtest sorrow upon earth, will be 
yet higher and nobler than the services of 
the happy and glorious, bnt unfallen and nn- 
purchased aitgels. 
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CONCLUSION. 

** NeverihelesB ihoy th«Il b* bis seirants ; thtt fhey maty know mf 
■ervice^ and jthe eerrice ot the kingdomB of tbe coimtries."— S Cbbop; 
zU.8. 

. . . **0bii8tlan works are no more tban 
Animate lore and fUtb, ta flowers are the animate sprlng^ttde. 
Works do follow ns all nnto God ; these stand and bear witness^ 
Not what they «eem^,— bnt what Vbej were only." 

Tbb Childbxk ow tub Loxd's SirFPOb 

In out progress throngli this little volume, 
we have taken it for granted that those who 
have accompanied us in quest of a few use- 
ful hints belong decidedly to the number of 
those who rejoice in the title of " servants." 
It is not impossible, however, that thes^ 
pages may fall into the hands of some who 
may find the words, duty — work*— service, 
hard and distasteful. There is a sentimental 
school in the present day, that would fain 
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abolish all these tmgraceful words, as they 
are deemed, and substitute some that are 
beautiful when join^ to the others, but 
vain and vacant 'wfcen left to stand by them- 
selves. W^J^Qx much of the principle of 
" love,'* ^hich is to supplant duty, instead 

>if supporting and adorning it. We haVe 
Jehovah refvealed to us not as the personal^ 
Master, Father, and Saviour, but as God in 
everything, and everything as God — the 
works of His hands transfooned into Him- 
self. "We have genius, with all its eccen- 
tricities and weaknesses, turned into a faith 
and a worship. We have "earnestness" 
much lauded and much recomihended — not 
earnestness in truth, but earnestness often in 
spite of truth ; error taken no account of, as 
long as men are " earnest '' in maintaining 
it. We have sesthetic beauty reared upon 
an idol's shrine, and all that is " useful " 

. branded, not only as devoid of beauty and 
elevation, but as debasing to the free and 
aspiring soul of man. It is iittle to be won- 
dered at, that npien, wrapt in a visionary ex- 
istence of beauty and perfection, should look 
with contempt on iihose who so openly 
13 
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arow themselves^ to be "Bervants.^ "WTidt 
beauty — what merit — what spontaneous 
grace — ^wh at earnest dedication can there be 
in this menial work? TTet there was one 
instance of the most devoted hiro — the most 
earnest self-sacrifice-— the most heroic beauty ^ 
fliat the world evei* saw, and tibfe prime feW^ 
ture of wonder and praise in that blessed 
example was, that He made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form 6f 
a servant. Since those marvellous days in 
the elder time, the act of servioe has been 
ennobled and consecrated. The doing the 
will of a master, the " ministering,'' instead 
of being ministered unto, has become wort 
of which neither man nor the spirits tJiat 
are hovering around us, need to be ashamed. 
In fact, whether recognised or not, service 
is the universal law. Ay, and though it 
sound not fit for ears sentimental and polite, 
we know that th6se who serve not God, are 
the servants, nay, the slaves of a hard task- 
master. Various and plausible are the 
forms of his unsatisfying — and if the chains 
be not broken — ^his eternal servitude. Some 
are slaves of the fancy — some are islavep of 
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«oci^ — some are glaves o^ the flesh — ^some 
lure slaves of the mind ; /ind the fetters are 
not the less ignoble Jjecause nnconsciously 
vom — ^the tasks jkot less menial because 
they are suijg^ to the grovelling tastes of 
the seisipants — ^the work m not less essentially 
'^Jbborious, because it is of no avail: "The 
people laboring in the very fire for very 
vanity." — Hab. ii. 13. Thus we have a 
learned and industrious man, of other times, 
crying out upon his death-bed — " Alas 1 I 
have squandered away my life laboriously 
in doiug nothing.*'* 

. There is as great a diflference in the two 
aervices, and the two rewards, as in the two 
masters. There is as great a difference be- 
tween the apparent and the real beauty of 
the work here, as there will be between the 
beauty and the misery of the two states in 
eternity. "We grant that the beauty of the 
senses, and the beauty of the feelings, and 
the beauty of the intellect, and the work to 
which they lead, surpass infinitely in exteiv 
nal graciousness the every-day duty — ^the 

• Tb« iMHMd Grottan Bee « TIm ChiUtiaa Worid Uiim«ked»'* 
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heaTy cross— the weeping ^ea-4he weary 
feet and toiling h^nds of those who folloir 
Him who was like ft root out of a dry 
gronnd, without form d^ comeliness. Btft 
the beanty of the one pas»«a away, and 
whfere is it, and What remainsi The-iJtrtig*- 
gles and the scars pass away also, and SKT' 
no more seen for ever ; but there remain on 
earth the beanty and the grace of good 
deeds, long after their doers have perishei^ 
— ^like the ancient glass, which, destitute of 
beauty and color in its youth, shines forth 
in the decay of its origin^ substance, re^ 
splendent in gorgeous hues. Nor is this 
all ; those who have borne the image of the 
earthly in so much weariness and infirmity, 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly—^ 
those who have been scorned for the lowli- 
ness of their work, shall reign as kings and 
priests, crowned with diadems of inmiortal 
beauty. 

So far as we have yet gone, we have con-* 
templated the working believer ctB cm irtM- 
vidualy in some of his phases of duty towards 
God, towards himself, and towards his neigh- 
bor. There is one aspect of his position^ 
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hetpiever, wkich we cannort; overlook, Inmi- 
jBOtw as it is ^g^&^. lov^ and beauty. The 
believer is not 6nly arpart of Christ, — ^he is 
a part of Ohrist'ikOhiirch. We hear much 
of "The CljwCh" in the present day,— toa 
mnchprSftrfd yet not enough. We hear of it 
WcSnneeted with the priesthood, — one say- 
ing, " I am of Paul," and another, " I am of 
Apollos." We hear of it as connected with 
the walls and the screens, — the organs and 
the surplices. We hear of it as connected 
with sharp contentions and unbrotherly di- 
▼isions, but we hear little of it as the Spi- 
ritual body of Christ, — ^as the great company 
of the redeemed, both in earth and in hea- 
Ten. And so it ewnes to pass, that among 
infidels, the word is a scorn and a scoff, and' 
among believers it is used shrinkingly, and 
Approved doubtingly. Let us not, howev^^ 
4II0W the blessed and beautiful title to be 
monopolized by tiiose who know not its true 
beauty and value. He Church is not com- 
posed of quarrelsome children, who must 
have all things ttieir own way, and no other, 
as might often be imagined,-*-neither is it 
composed of Mlf-complacent architects of 
18* ' 
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iheir own barriers^ and forgers of tlmr own 
bolts and bars, bu^of tried, and tempted, 
repenting, and pardoned men and women, 
who have duties to perfd^ for each other, 
and for God, asin&mbersofa stpi^ifu(dchuTC?^ 
Kor is a forced onion in external foBBn need- 
fal io the proper division and success orftis.^ 
work. It is not needful, — ^it is not the essence 
of strength, it is, or would be, the essence of 
very weakness ; for, as it has been well said, 
"An intolerant sect, is a sect in fear."* 
Christ did not die to give His people strength 
and safety by means of uniformity, — ^He 
died to give tiiem strength of unity, — unity 
with Him, — ^unity with each other, — unity 
in their great work. Qod who knows all 
^the intricacies, and needs, and varied con- 
stitutions of man's spirit, £ar better than 
man knows them himself, has not instituted 
in His Word one form of worship, with 
secular penalties to guard, and persecution 
to punish. He has cleariy set forth the 
doctrines to be taught in all Churches, — 
the blood of the Cross, — ^the regeneration of 
the Holy Ghost, — ^the adoption into the 

• l8M0 TftTtor^i *• SpMtod (SiilitiaBtty." 
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JPathert family, — the gratdful services to be 
rendered because of thei^ great benefits, and 
He has left His eyadren free to worship 
Him in all ncm-eqi^ntials, according to their 
individual (^Mi^cters and necessities, and 
their sftTied views of scriptural obligation, 
^a^ving His Son to save and His Spirit to 
fijftnctify, and His will to be done in and by 
all Churches, — ^a blessed feet to which the 
great company before the throne are at this 
fiaoment bearing joyful testimony. Besides 
the individual obligations and responsibility 
which lie upon each laborer in the Lord'g 
vineyard, he has therefore another equally 
important charge to keep as a member of 
the Congregation of the Faithftd. He hae 
to do with each and all, as they belong or 
do not belong to the true Church. If as fiir 
as man^s judgment is of avail in " trying 
the spirits," he can decide that those who 
are within the range of his influence, are 
spiritual '' Chnrchmen,'* in deed and in 
truth, then are they to be cheered, to be 
iiherished, to be visited, even as in so doing, 
** Te do it unto mb." If, on the contrary, it 
appears as if their names were yet wanting 
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to the records of the Church, then is all 
social, domestic, pr^erftil, and special work- 
to be exercised, that.^hese souls may be 
brought within the spiriti^ pale. 

No circumstances can infewj^e with this 
ecdes'iastical responsibility. It may^e, to 
use Mr. Euskin's* beautiful simile, — ^m/^ 
the Christian may take some of the sheep 
of the fold for stones on the for mountain 
side, but let him draw nearer to them, and 
he will soon see the true sheeplike form 'and 
demeanor. It may be that those whom he 
believes to be his brethren, may turn away 
and say, " Stand by ; I belong to a church 
that is holier than thine," and the natural 
heart may retort and say, "I am more lib- 
eral than thou, and I can hold no com- 
munion with a bigot." Dream not, oh be- 
liever, that thou art thus loosed from thy 
responsibilities; thy work in watching and 
convincing that erring but sincere heart, is 
but laid before thee the clearer. 

The present day, with its past warnings 
and its future perils, is not wanting in special 
and startling arguments for the urgency of 

* Notet oa the Constraetion of Slieepfoldt. 
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work, and the necessity o^ warfare. When 
Ae spiritual and Cat»olio Church (we 
fthrink not from thj^ name) is threatened 
with foes withou^f^d traitors within, and 
injudicious Jwi^ds around and about, it is 
time tJHif^she should be seen as an illumi- 
"^nafeft city set on a hill,-T-that she should 
be known as a church engaged in full work 
— ^work of all kinds and all degrees, but 
more especially in the urgent one of pluck- . 
ing souls from the burning, so much the 
more as she sees the day approaching. 
When the signs of the times seem to give 
forth audible utterances — when it is possible 
fliat the fire for the martyr, as well as the 
dungeon and galley for the confessor, may 
be near at hand, it is well that the Church 
should carefully foster and seek to maintain 
in ail hearts bound up within her, the 
courage of the martyr, and lite faith of the 
confessor. If there never has been a 
day, however, of such startling calls, and 
such glorious opportunity, there never has 
been one of such glaring obstacle. Satan, 
knowing that his time is short, is putting 
forth all his energies " in great wrath ;" ha 
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has sown dragoli's teetii in ike viney^rc^ 
and thrown shellsyf fire into the camp. 

Let us glance for avmomenty at the sceM 
aronnd ns. life is a Wwuac* — the world ^ 
broad plain of strife, anafik||^ is a day 
approaching, even the battle oNt}|e^ great 
day of God Almighty. Slowly but s ft gi ly 
the hosts of the foe are mustering. You 
may see the broad flag of Borne, and ^e 
less conspicuous ensign of Anglo-Cathjoli- 
cism, and' the black banner of infidelity, and 
the puny pennons of fifce prophets and 
false Christs. But where are the opposing 
legions ? where is the phalanx of the Lord's 
people? Alas, there is a division in the 
camp ; brother will not march forward with 
brother; their eyes are fixed, ?i!<?^ upon tho 
God above them, 7Wt upon the foe before 
them, but upon the colors of the ensigns, 
upon the forms of the pennouB around them I 
What, then, is to be done ? Let all who are 
upon the Lord's side unite their forces, — 
let the flag of each wave bravely and broad- 

•** On the world's brond iield of iMttiek 
In the bivonao of life, 
Be not like dumb driven cattle, 
Be ye heroes in tlie Btr^ r!<r-I(9«anu«w. 
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Ij above them, — ^letthd)* 0wn churclies and 
idtars become daily mo^e precionB to their 
hearts, even a8 the ^^Id loves its father's 
birthplace^ its iMlIier*& home;— ^nlj let 
each heart h^e love and sympathy for its 
ftllowheart, — ^let each brother prize hia; 
iM Wt K ei^s worship, though it is not his^own, 
— let the tables of communion be as free to 
those who show themselves to be God's 
people, as the wells of water and green 
palm-trees in Gtod's wilderness, — ^let the 
prayer be specMi and earnest, faithful and 
unwearied, for an outpouring of the Lord's 
Spirit, as a spirit of Catholic love and unity, 
-^et each man, and woman, and child, add 
their weight and their influence, though it 
be but as the grain of sand, as the widow's, 
mite, against the iniquity of sectarianism-^— 
then shall we go forth a united company 
from every tongue, and people, and kindred, 
and nation, — a victorioua band of brothers^ 
with our elder Brother at the head, — ^the 
Oaptain of the Lord's host I 

We need not wond^ that schemes of this 
kind are so often pronounced Utopian, and 
80 often fail, as they certainly do, when we 
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remember ilie im^Iief that prevails upon 
fhe subject — ^few beKeying tfaat, though dif- 
ficult, it is not impossible, for ** all things 
are possible with God," }cof^ ^^ we can do aU 
things through CSirist strengdnogng us," — 
very few hopefully and eamestl7~^)MitYing 
to God to do this tiling for us fliat we aCfP*" 
not do for ourselves, and still fewer realizing 
such a spiritual unity as the very best and 
the very highest. For we maintain that a 
unity of spirit between two of different 
Oiurches is far more honoimg to God, and 
tax more convincing to the world, than the 
same degree of unity between two of the 
same church. The latter may be tlie result 
of fear, or policy, or self-interest, or brick 
and mortar combination; the former is a 
free, wide, noble, rejoicing sympathy, show- 
ing to the world whence it came, and whom 
it imitates, looking up and away from the 
little things that are below to the great things 
that are above, — ^loving because Christ loves, 
pardoning because Christ has pardoned, the 
one and the other, — sitting beside each other 
on earth, because they are to sit together in 
heaven, — working hand to hand and heart 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



oomcsxmo^, 157 

to hearty because they e^ect the same stim- 
saona to the marriage mipper of the Glorious 
Lamb. ^ 

We coneludeiiiis little volmne with the 
following striking quotation : — 

"Mjtr jJarticnlar calling being a peculiar 
anadistinct station, wherein I am bound to 
be serviceable to my country and family, 
and wherein also I have this privilege, that 
I may further my general calling, if I mind 
it out of conscience to the Lord, or in obedi- 
ence to His W^ord; I wish, in general, 
that I may never cross the wise providence 
pf my God (in the.govemment of the world) 
by neglecting it or thinking lightly of it, 
but since I am listed under the Captain of 
my Salvation, may serve him faithfully, not 
only in general as a soldier, but also in that 
place or office to which He hath chosen and 
called me. I wish, in particular, that * what 
my hand findeth to do, I may do it with all 
my might 'y that I may be of the number of 
th^n that spend themselves with labor, and 
not of them who waste with rust and lazi- 
ness; my diligence herein is some help 
against the temptations of the devil. The 
14 
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fihggttrd'^ iktsat i$ Hke Ma ^eld, xyY^^egrovfH 
witb weeds. LordM^ ^^ jratiier wtsar 0iit 
with work than conii^e (like a garaoeAt 
laid by witbrnothe) f(xr "^mt of use! . • 
. . I desire tb^l; I xxttj be^s^^ sensible that 
;good ihiQgs heve below ccime firoiiritlg^Host 
H^ Qod) and the suooess of my labcm 
de^p^Exdeth ^wre on His providence than my 
tdiligenoei that I may jo&j/^t in a 'morning 
•opea my Aop, or lift np a tool, (as my twide 
'is,) before I hay© opiated my heart 'and 
lifted np my ^ossl to my Qml for iiis blessmg 
iH^pan my e&deaiirois. All creatures in the 
;h«nds of my "God ave «s dead tools in &6 
Jhands of a living woikman, by wbose fextoe 
md ja^uence alone they act. .... 
iln 9 word, Itwjah that I may, like the ^^^dee 
m^Qhmtf jseil all I h$^^ to bny tbe pead of 
Ig^dat prie^; tiie gold tried in the fire, Ihat 
J may be rich ; thte white v^ment, that I 
IQiay be .clo&ed, and •dri^e bucIl a ccmstant 
trade wi& joay 3od in the oth^r world— 
ii^effrmg from ^tibenoe, laad sendipg ^thither-^ 
ih^A when tine King ^Tari>ors i^all give me 
a writ of ease from my particular calling, I 
may die in ihe Lord, Test fMfm my kbees, 
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md hare my works follonring me, * through 
free grace, imto an exfeeding and eternal 
weight of glory.' AuejsiJ^ — SwrnnocFs 
Christian MmCa QiJUmg. A. D. 1662. 
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